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Encampment Proceedings 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1909 


OPENING SESSION. 


The twenty-seventh annual encampment of the Massachu- 
setts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., was called to order 
by Division Commander William O. Cutler, of Natick, at 2.20 
o’clock P. M., in Lorimer Hall, Tremont Temple, Boston, the 
following division officers responding to the 


ROLL CALL. 
Division Commander William O. Cutler. 
Senior Vice Division Commander, Albert J. Whitney. 
Junior Vice Division Commander, Wilfred E. Garlick. 


Members of the Division Council, James, H. Wentworth and 
> James T. Wellington. 


Division Chaplain, Rev. William F. Wilson. 
Division Secretary, John F. Strattard. 
Division Counselor, Arthur E. Seagrave. 
Division Inspector, Charles A. Cook. 
Chief Aide, Frank E. Howard. 
Special Aide to Press Correspondent, Frank H. White. 
Assistant Secretary, Henry F. Weiler. 


ENCAMPMENT COMMITTEES APPOINTED. 


Credentials—John F. Strattard (49), Chairman; William 
T. Tisdale (89), Henrie J. Perry (1), Ivory H. Morse (146), 
William H. Clapp (48). 

Officers’ Reports—Thomas J. Hannon (46), Chairman ; 
Geo. E. Hunt (67), N. C. Upham (28), Ellsworth H. Curtis 
(100), Gregory T. Morrill (74). 
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Constitution and Laws—Arthur E. Seagrave (18), Chair- 
man; Leonard C. Couch (26), John E. Talbot (63), Charles 
W. Rumrill (52), George A. Coolidge (5). 

Resolutions—Guy A. Ham (30), Chairman; Lyman J. 
Floyd (149), Ernest E. Hobson (136), Lawrence S. Howard 
(3), John E. Wilcox (81). 

Ritual and Ceremonies—Everett H. Lynds (60), Chair- 
man; Frederic G. Bauer (51), Charles A. Cook (11), Ed- 
mund G. Pond (77), Edward W. Eaton (109). 


FRATERNAL GREETINGS 


Grand Army Republic—Rev. Maurice A. Levy (31), 
Chairman; Stephen F. Stone (46), Harry D. Sisson (108), 
E. F. Brown (37), Frank L. Kirschgassner (50). 

Women’s Relief Corps—James H. Wentworth (31), 
Chairman; Charles P. LeBaron (59), Frank H. White (9), 
Lewis L. Robinson (58), F. W. Fenno (ror). 

Ladies of the Grand Army Republic—Rev. F. F. Peter- 
son (54), Chairman; Fred J. Bradford (3), Thomas H. Bur- 
ton (25), Rev. Allen A. Bronsdon (40), Ernest E. Clapp (23). 

Sons of Veterans Auxiliary—Walter Penney (1), Chair- 
-man; Henry W. Hammond (35), William M. Shaw (132), 
Wallace W. Gardiner (6), Joseph E. Hayden (32). 

Daughters of Veterans—John E. Gilman, Jr. (46), Chair- 
man; Frank L. Kirschgassner (56), Joseph A. Kanz (145), 
Robert N. Fessenden (82), Thomas W. Casmay (29). 

Reception Committee—Charles K. Darling (28), Chair- 
man; Fred E, Bolton (46), Orra L. Stone (19), Charles F, 
‘Sargent (21), Albert C. Blaisdell (78), Daniel T°. Goulding 
(14), Dudley B. Purbeck (46), Orange H. Cook (79), Fred 
‘E. Warner (8), James T. Wellington (47), George M. Tucker 
(54), Arthur E: Bent (s9), Charles F. Cook (11), Benj. H. 
‘Hunt, Jr. (30), Hosmer F. Keeney (83), Arthur G. Pattison 
(85), John W. Hess (62). 


REPORTS OF DIVISION OFFICERS. 


Division Commander William O. Cutler read his annual 
report as follows, it being voted, on motion by Past Division 
Commander James H. Wentworth, that the reading of the 
other division officers’ reports be dispensed with, and that all 
the reports be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Re- 
ports; 


a 


Report of Division Commander 


To the Officers, Delegates and Members of the Twenty-seventh 
Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, Sons 
of Veterans, U.S. A.: 


I take pleasure, as Division Commander, in presenting to you 
my report together with the reports of the Officers and Staff of 
this division for the year ending February 17, 1909. 

Upon assuming my duties as Division Commander I found 
the division in excellent condition, with the second largest num- 
ber of members in our history. My predecessor, Past Division 
Commander James JI. Wentworth, had served the division 
faithfully for three years as a division officer, and has contin- 
ued as one of the active workers of my administration. 

The Officers and Staff of this administration have faithfully 
served our division, and as a result of our combined efforts, 
supported by the various camps, we have made a slight gain 
in membership the present year, in spite of the business depres- 
sion and large number of suspensions. We feel that the divi- 
sion is to be congratulated upon the fact that we have more 
than held our own this year. 


GRAND ARMY. 


The relations which have existed the past year between the 
Grand Army and our Division have been very friendly and cor- 
dial, and it has been a great privilege to have been able to at- 
tend the various gatherings where Department Commander 
Alfred S. Roe and members of his staff have given words of 
encouragement and advice to the present generation in love of 
country and loyalty to the flag. As each year goes by, we are 
constantly reminded that the ranks of this brave and valiant 
band of defenders of the Union are rapidly diminishing and 
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some of the camps have already come to the realization of one 
of their duties—that of assisting their local Grand Army Post 
in the burial of a deceased comrade. 


VETERANS’ NIGHT. 


During the past year “Veterans’ Night” has been held by 
many camps and it is a custom which should be encouraged 
and continued. S 

We should do what we can to honor the living as it will be 
only a few years, at best, when the last survivor will be mus- 
tered out. (See Recommendation No. 1.) 


WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS. 


The department officers of the Woman’s Relief Corps have 
been true friends of this administration, and it has been a pleas- 
ure to work with them. 

Brothers, I cannot emphasize too strongly the noble work 
of these women at the time of the Chelsea fire, in their untir- 
ing efforts in behalf of the veterans of the civil war and their 
families. The department president, Mrs. Lue Stuart Wads- 


worth, seemed to be the right woman in the righ’ 5 
eyewae aee “ ie 
critical time. 8 ght place at this 


LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 


_ _ Our relations with this organization have been very lim- 
ited through no fault of your division officers. On the even- 
ue of December 26, National Inspector Arthur J. Boutwell, of 

opkinton, N. H., together with your division commander 
and two members of his staff, were obligated in William Mc- 
Kinley Circle No. 16, Roxbury. The last National Encamp- 
ment of this Organization voted to admit members of our Or- 
der by obligation. 


SONS OF VETERANS AUXILIARY. 


‘ ane work of our Auxiliary organization the present year 
ae ace very creditable. The Division President, Mrs. Ma- 
el M. Braley and staff have proved earnest and faithful offi- 


cers, and as a result of their efforts five Auxiliari 
Fcitsd: xiliaries have been 


DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS. 


The members of this organization, daughters of the men 
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who helped save the Union, are doing a loyal and patriotic 
work. The Department President, Mrs. Anna Aymar Delan- 
ey and staff have demonstrated the fact that this Alliance is 
composed of worthy daughters of noble fathers. 


HEADQUARTERS. 


After carefully considering the question of permanent 
headquarters, I became convinced that the vote passed at our 
last encampment, authorizing me to appoint one brother as 
division secretary-treasurer, was contrary to our Constitution, 
which required two brothers for these offices, unless ‘certain 
preliminary steps had been taken and favorable action by the 
encampment, which course had not been pursued. In fact 
the encampment instructed me to do that, which, it admitted, 
it could not legally do. Being perfectly willing to carry out 
the spirit of the vote, even if unable to do so literally, I de- 
cided to appoint one brother as division secretary, who should 
do most of the work and receive the salary (four hundred 
(400) dollars), and another brother as division treasurer who 
should hold all funds and pay all bills, serving without pay. 

This question, with my solution, was submitted to Com- 
mander-in-Chief Ralph Sheldon, who. decided that my inter- 
pretation of the Constitution was correct. 

Our headquarters have been kept open at least four days 
per week, which should meet all the reasonable expectations 
of the brothers until such time as we are able to pay at least 
double our present salary. This year you have had perma 
nent headquarters at the same salary as under the old system. 

I cannot concur in the recommendation made by the divi- 
sion council of the preceding administration, in which they 
advocated permanent headquarters and a salary of seven hun- 
dred and fifty (750) dollars for a division secretary-treasurer, 
for two reasons at least: (1) so large a salary can not be paid 
without increasing our present per capita tax; (2) I believe 
that it is a better business policy and for the best interests of 
our division that all money should be held and all bills paid by 
a brother other than the one receiving it, as it now amounts 
to over five thousand (5000) dollars a year. 

. While I believe we cannot afford to pay over five hun- 
dred (500) dollars for salaries, I am equally well satisfied that 
it would be a step backward for our division to close its head- 
quarters in Boston. Our present location was secured by my 
predecessor at a very reasonable rental, and being centrally 
located, it seems to meet the present requirements of our di- 
vision. (See Recommendation No. 2.) 
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PER CAPITA TAX. 


Our annual per capita tax is too high as can be readily 
seen when compared with the per capita tax of our affiliated 
organizations; the Grand Army being twenty cents per mem- 
ber, the Woman’s Relief Corps, forty (40) cents; S. of V. 
Auxiliary, forty-eight cents, and Daughters of Veterans, fifty 
(50) cents. , 

This question we must meet sooner or later as the present 
rate not only retards our growth as a Division, but seriously 
weakens some of the camps. I do not see how it can be re- 
duced the coming year. As a division encampment we should 
not increase it, and our Delegates to the next National En- 


campment should act as a unit and oppose, both by influence: 


and vote, any and all propositions which increase or tend to 


New our present per capita tax. (See Recommendation 
Ong 


TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT OF 
THE COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF. 


Our Division was. represented at this Encampment, held’ 
at Niagara Falls, N. Y., August 25-26-27, 1908, with its full 
quota (eleven) of delegates, three Past Division Commanders. 
one member of the Council-in-Chief and your Division Gore 
mander. As a result of your delegates having acted unani- 
mously and harmoniously throughout the Encampment, they 
were able to exert considerable influence in preventing an in- 
crease of our per capita tax for the benefit of Memorial Uni- 
versity. Not that they loved Memorial University less, but 
that they loved our Order more, and firmly believed that any 
mcrease in our per capita tax would prove detrimental to our 
ae _ The National Encampment dealt fairly with 
ranore University, having appropriated from the National 
geen. the sum of two thousand ($2000) dollars, and in 
a nee pledged by Divisions voluntary subscriptions amount- 
ue ie over four thousand ($4000) dollars; making a sum to- 

ae over six thousand ($6000) dollars. Your delegates 
pledged, on behalf of our Division, the sum of five hundred 
($500) dollars to be raised by voluntary subscription. 


MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY. 


Our Division has been loyal to this worthy cause, and’ 
previous to our last National Encampment contributions, re- 
ceived at these Headquarters for Memorial University, were 
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turned over to Gen. Chas. K. Darling, one of the Regents of 
this Institution, and were forwarded by him to Memorial Uni- 
versity. By examining the Banner for August, 1908, you will 
note, on page 6, that from June 4, 1907 to June 30, 1908, 
Massachusetts Division contributed five hundred fifteen 60-100 
(515.60) dollars; this being the largest amount contributed 
by any Division. 

Of the pledge made by your delegates at Niagara Falls 
last August amounting to five hundred (500) dollars, the 
sum of two hundred 44-100 ($200.44) dollars has been for- 
warded to Rev. W. J. Patton. (See recommendation No. II.) 


CHELSEA RELIEF FUND. 


The ready response from the brothers of our Division 
to the appeal sent out in aid of the victims of the Chelsea dis- 
aster last April proves that we believe in exemplifying the 
noble principles of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. 


Total amount received $518.39 
CREDIT. 

Paid Mass. Department G. A. R., for their Chelsea 

relief fund, $200.00 
Paid John E. Wilcox, treasurer Camp 81, for Chel- 

sea G. A. R. Post, 110.00 
Paid John E. Wilcox, treasurer Camp 81, for re- 

lief of Sons of Veterans 208.39 
Total amount paid $518.39 


PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR. 


This position has been filled by one of our most esteemed 
brothers, Rev. Maurice A. Levy. On the eve of the centennial 
anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, the Division 
Patriotic Instructor, with a detail, in honor of the great lead- 
er, placed a wreath of laurel at the base of his statue in Park 
Square, Boston. (See Recommendation No. 9.) 


DIVISION CHAPLAIN. 


An unusual result was obtained by our Division Chap- 
lain, Rev. William F, Wilson, he having secured a report from: 
every camp in the Division, Our success in achieving this re- 
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sult was highly complimented b Nati in in hi 
O y the National Chapl 
report to the National Encampment last atest. tn 


INSPECTIONS. 


ats In Bro. Frank E. Howard, your Division Commander has 
peune nice rece he plot only performed the duties in that 

fice faithfully and well, but has been of great assi i 
Division work. 3 wie 
_ Bro. Charles A. Cook has proven a very faithful and effi- 
cient Division Inspector and has secured an inspection of every 
are in our Division, which is a fact worthy of special men- 

nm. 
_ Camp inspections should be a source of assistance to the 
various cans, and not a mere farce or annoyance. 
ur aide system has somewhat outlived its us 

should be revised. j amie 
et I would suggest that our Division be divided into dis- 
us of two or more camps and that brothers be assigned 
carly in the year as aides to the various districts, and in the 
a ao as assistant inspectors for their respective districts, 
a this way we can secure a fairer and more accurate inspec- 
gn, and more assistance can be rendered to the camps. My 
peeceion is that the aides and inspectors shall perform du- 

es along lines similar to the District Deputies in many or- 
panes, and that no brother should be appointed ‘to a 
eee unless qualified both by experience and temperament to 
eae in this dual capacity of aide and assistant inspector. (Sce 

ecommendation No. 4.) 


DIVISION COUNSELLOR. 


Bibeamenns been source of pleasure to your Division Com- 
ae gees is canst classmate, Bro. Arthur E, Seagrave, 
the ee pte the Hs staff as Division Counsellor. We have 
aA acestdnese ie policy of having By-Laws of the camps 
walibt Ge ue © egal nature submitted to the Division Coun- 
Faecal doe eee and recommendation before being 
Riedie: oH the Division Commander. This plan has 
Sate gens would doubtless be a safe course for 
eat be ener ers to follow and at the same time would 

€ a more impartial decision and would be less 


Ne be influenced by prejudice. (See Recommendation 


Io 


A 


CAMP NEWS. 


Our Division has been fortunate in having as its Division 
Press Correspondent, Bro. Rupert J. Chute, Commander of 
Post 60, G. A. R. and a member of Camp 3, S. of V._ By his 
wide experience as a newspaper man and as one of the Edi- 
tors of the Boston Transcript, he was thoroughly equipped to 
perform the duties of this position. Bro. Frank H. White 
was appointed special aide to assist Bro. Chute and by their 
combined efforts the method of placing our news before the 
public has improved greatly. 

Two matters should receive the attention of our brothers: 
(1) news should be sent to the Division Press Correspondent 
when it is new, not after it has become an old story, (2) the 
mailing list of each Camp should be kept revised and up-to- 
date so that all our brothers may receive the Banner promptly 
each month. If we would remedy these defects our news 
would be more interesting and would result in greater good to 
the order. (See Recommendation No. 10.) 


MEMORIALS. 


On September 19, Camp 123, East Douglas, had charge 
of the dedication of a monument, in the town of Douglas, to 
the memory of those who died for their country in the various 
American wars, and who sleep in graves unmarked. 

On October 10, a monument was dedicated at Whitman 
in memory of the men from that town who gave their lives 
for their country during the Civil War. The funds for this 
purpose were collected by Camp IT, who completed the trust 
reposed in them to the full satisfaction of their fellow towns- 


men. 
EXEMPLIFICATIONS. 


A degree staff composed of the division officers has per- 
formed the ceremony of mustering recruits for various camps 
-as follows: 

April 6, Camp 58, Attleboro, 21 recruits ; 

April 10, Camp 56, Cambridge, 3 recruits ; 

April 21, Camp 9, Boston, 4 recruits; 

April 24, Camp 11, Whitman, 4 recruits; 

May 1, Camp 75, Dedham, 6 recruits; 

Oct. 6, Camp 59, So. Framingham, 6 recruits; 

Oct. 14, Camp 50, Rockland, 2 recruits ; 

Nov. 19, Camp 15, Springfield, 2 recruits; 


It 


Dec. 29, Camp 6, Beverly, 22 recruits. 


We believe these exemplifications have proved beneficial” 


to our order. 


In addition to the foregoing, the division commander and. 


staff have assisted in the muster of new camps as follows: 
May 14, Cyrus H. Bates Camp 140, Cohasset. 
Jan. 21, Capt. George V. Barrett Camp 4o, Ayer. 


The Division Commander was present at the institution, 


of Capt. J. A. Loomis Camp 57, Easthampton on January 


sixth. 


SUSPENSIONS. 

The question of suspensions is one of the mo: i 
Peeblens which Contonts ue During the past jor the aa 
oe eee by the camps is about the same as the number 
wai teas our Order. Different views have been ex- 
eae ut as yet no satisfactory solution has been given. 

ndoubtedly the recent business depression had something to 


do with the lar i i 
ge number of suspensions, also tl 
of our per-capita tax. df i aE ee 


CARD SYSTEM. 


nan Perey card system has not proved a great success, . 
ee aoe fact that a number of camps have failed to send 
i SE Sas requested by my predecessor as well as by 
Hanlon osecnce orders. If this system is to be con- 
a oH id be completed, and I would suggest that the di- 
mart: Pply cards to the camps free, and the Camp Com- 

S$ should have them filled out and returned to Division 


Headquart i A 
ee ve ay with their quarterly reports. (See Recommend- 


owt 
in 


NEW RITUALS. 


of ee es aia rituals have become personal property 
anueus Geant: his is contrary to the welfare of the Order 
Giaillagan ae on. There is no reason why one member 

titual more than another. The new rituals have- 


been issued t 
© camps only. (See Recommendation No. 12.) 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 
RECOMMENDATION No. 1. “Veterans? Night.” 


That w F 
holdine eee a heartily endorse the plan of 
euretee z Night”, and recommend that the camps in 
sion, as tar as possible, observe it annually. 


12 


RECOMMENDATION No. 2. Division Headquarters. 


That division headquarters be established for the com- 
ing year at Room 38, 15 Beacon St., Boston, Mass., and that 
the sum of seven hundred and fifty (750) dollars be appro- 
priated for rent and salary, provided headquarters are estab- 
lished at the above named place. 


REcoMMENDATION No. 3. Instructions to Delegates. 


That our encampment instruct our delegates to the Na- 
tional Encampment of the Commandery-in-chief to act as a 
unit in opposition, both by vote and influence, to any and all 
propositions which increase or tend to increase our per capita 


“tax. 


RecomMENpDATION No. 4. Aides and Assistant Inspectors. 


That the incoming Division Commander divide our di- 
vision into districts of two or more camps and that he appoint 
one brother to act as aide who, during the last quarter of the 


“year shall act as the assistant inspector for the camps in his 


district, under direction of the Division Inspector. 


RECOMMENDATION No. 5. Camp By-laws, etc. 


That camp by-laws, amendments to same and such other 


-questions as the Division Commander may determine shall be 


forwarded from division headquarters to the Division Counsel- 
lor for his examination before action by the Division Com- 
mander. 


ReEcoMMENDATION No. 6. Card Systems. 


That the Division furnish, without expense to the camps, 
descriptive cards for the Division records and that camp com- 
manders shall see that they are filled out properly and for- 
warded to division headquarters with the quarterly reports. 


RecoMMENDATION No. 7. Encampment. 


_ That we hold our next annual Division Encampment at 
the same time and in the same city as the Massachusetts De- 
partment, G. A. R. ¢ 
RECOMMENDATION No. 8. Soldiers’ Home Memorial Service. 

That the Soldiers? Home Memorial Service be continued 
the coming year and that a Committee be appointed with pow- 
-er to arrange for the same. 
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RecomMenpation No. 9. Decorating Statue of Lincoln. 


That we continue the observance of decorating the Statue: 


aaah in Park Square, Boston, on the anniversary of his. 
irth. 


RecoMMENDATION No. 10. Press Correspondent. 


That the office of Press Correspondent in this Division: 
ve continued and that each Camp, likewise, appoint such an 
cer. : 


RecomMENDATION No. 11. Memorial University. 


_ That the incoming Division Commander appoint a com- 
mittee who shall have charge of raising the balance of the- 
pledge made by our delegates at the last National Encamp-. 
ment for the benefit of Memorial University. 


RecomMenpatTion No. 12. Rituals. 


‘ That the sale or gift of Rituals of the Sons of Veterans: 
to individual members be prohibited in this Division. 

During the year I have made over one hundred and thir- 
ty official visits, and also attended the National Encampment 
at Niagara Falls. 

- I wish to express to the brothers my appreciation of the- 
onor which they conferred upon me one year ago in electing- 
me to the position of Division Commander. 
a Having been a member of our Order for nearly twenty- 
years, | can assure you that I have esteemed it a privilege. 
© serve you in this capacity. 
A a Hus mae, I would extend to the members of my Staff 
Bead rothers my personal thanks for the assistance ren- 
? nae my be as Division Commander. 
endeavored to perform my duties and to represent. 
Has aS the interests of our Division to the best of ins abil- 
aah »erformance of these duties I formed many ties. 
ee mt which will always last, constantly reminding- 
Ou *sont associations during the past year. 


5 <espectfully submitted in F., C. & L., 


WILLIAM O. CUTLER, 
Division Commander.. 
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Report of 


Senior-Vice Division Commander 


HEADQUARTERS OF 


Massacuusetts Division, Sons or VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Senior-Vice Division Commander. 
Worcester, Mass., Fes. 1, 1909. 
Joun F. Srratrarp, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother,—I submit herewith my report 
as Senior-Vice Division Commander for the term ending Feb.. 
17, 1909. 

When I accepted the office in February last. I duly appre- 
ciated the responsibilities that went with the honor it conferred 
and I have endeavored to faithfully and promptly discharge: 
every obligation resting upon me. I have attended Recep- 
tions, Camp-fires and meetings of the G. A. R., W. R. C,, D.. 
of V., S. of V., A. and S. of V., in all parts 0 the State and 
have spent one hundred and three evenings in this work. 
Everywhere, I have been received with the most cenerous hos- 
pitality, and I desire at this time to express my thanks to the 
Brothers of the Division for the many courtesies shown me. 

I haye found the members of our Division loyal and ear- 
nest in the furtherance of our work, and especially have T 
found this to be so in the Camps located in the small towns. 

Among the many enjoyable events, I had the pleasure of 
attending I would mention the reception of Mrs. Lue Stewart 
Wadsworth, Department President of the Woman’s Relief 
Corps, April 20, 1908, at Boston; the Sons of Veterans’ Aux- 
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iliary, Mrs. Mabel Braley, April 15, 1908, at New Bedford, 
where I had the honor of representing the Division, and also 
the reception of the Division Commander William O. Cutler, 
at Natick, March 24, 1908. Other pleasant occurrences I 
would mention at this time are the Soldiers’ Home Memorial 
Service at Chelsea, June 21, 1908, the Rhode Island Field Day, 
Aug. 11, 1908, where a delicious clam dinner was served to all 
who cared to partake. Another enjoyable occasion was the 
Field Day at Wakefield, Sept. 7, 1908. At all the above-men- 
tioned events the utmost attention and courtesy were extended 
me. ‘ 

On Jan. 21, 1909, I was present at the instituting and 
muster of the new Camp at Ayer, and thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening. 

All our hearts were saddened by the terrible disaster at 
Chelsea, where so many of our comrades were left destitute 
and suffering, but willing hands and ready purses were ex- 
tended to them, and their conditions were improved as quickly 
as possible. 

It is with regret that I state on Sept. 30, 1908, that the 
Camp at Shrewsbury was disbanded. 

_ In closing, I wish to add my thanks to Commander Wil- 
liam O. Cutler and members of his Staff for all attention and 
favors extended to me. 

To my successor I would say that it is my earnest wish 
that the coming year may bring to him as many kind and cour- 
teous acquaintances as the past year has brought tome. Iam 
sure that the most cordial relation will exist between him and 
Division Officers. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


Apert J. WHITNEY, 


Senior-Vice Division Commander. 
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Report of 


Junior-Vice Division Commander 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacnuserrs Division, Sons or VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Wittramstown, Mass., JAN. 30, 1909. 
Joun F. Srrarrarp, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother,—I have the honor to submit 


my report as Junior-Vice Division Commander of Massachu- 


setts Division, S. of V., for the term ending Feb. 16-17, 1909. 

During my term of office I endeavored to visit all the 
Camps in the western part of the state, but, owing to sickness, 
I did not reach them all. I have made during the year forty 
visits in different sections of the state. 

Some of the many enjoyable events I have had the pleas- 
ure of attending were: Camp-fire and Muster, Camp 145, 
Roxbury; Class muster Camp 39, North Adams; Division 
Officers’ Reception by Camp 25, Worcester; Memorial Ser- 
vices at Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea; Berkshire County G. A. R. 
Association Annual Meeting and picnic at Valley Park; Vet- 
erans’ Night, Camp 60, Holyoke ; Class muster at Pittsfield by 
Camp 39’s degree team; Class muster by the Division Officers 
at Camp 15, Springfield; and the 42d National Encampment 
of the G. A. R. at Toledo, Ohio, at which the S. of V. and 
Auxiliary received the highest praise for their good work in 
establishing an emergency hospital and furnishing guides, etc. 

I have attended, as far as possible, all Camp-fires, Recep- 
tions, etc., held by the G. A. R., W. R. C., and other Auxilary 
societies, and have found them always ready to assist the Sons 
and anxious for them to become strongly organized and ready 
to carry on the work of the G. A. R. when the time comes. 
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Many of the Camps in the Western part of the Division 
have taken a new lease of life and are very enthusiastic, and I 
believe that much good can be done in that part of the State by 
the newly organized Western Massachusetts Sons of Veterans 
Association. 

In the death of Bro. F. E. Burnham of Springfield, I lost 
one of my best friends and helpers in the district. He was 
not only a great help to me, but was an untiring worker for 
his own Camp and anything that would advance the interests 
of the Sons of Veterans. 

The past year has brought me in contact with Brothers 
whom I met as strangers, and now a lasting friendship exists, 
and I am more impressed with the satisfactory condition of 
the Order. 7 

During the month of December I was obliged to give up, 
my visits, owing to sickness, and therefore missed several af- 
fairs at which I should have been present. I was confined to 
my home during the month with an attack of pneumonia. 

I wish to add my appreciation to Commander Cutler and 
members of his Staff for favors and their friendship, and to. 
my sucessor I wish a most prosperous year. 

In closing, I offer my services to the incoming Officers in, 
any way they may see fit to call. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
Witrrep E. GArRLick, 


Junior-Vice Division Commander. 
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Report of Division Chaplain 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuusetts Division, Sons oF VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Division Chaplain. 
Amesrury, Mass., JAN. 30, 1909. 
Joun F. Srrarrarp, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother,—I have the honor of submit- 
ting the following report as Chaplain of the Massachusetts 


Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
The following is a summary of the returns by the Camp 


Chaplains concerning the observance of Memorial Day, May 
30, 1908. 


Number of camps reporting - 132, 
a7) ” camps not reporting . 0 
Percent of camps reporting ........-... 100 
Number of brothers belonging to camps -5176 
2 ” brothers armed in line on Memo. 608 
@ brothers in line on Memorial Day..... 8663 
is ” ‘brothers uniformed in line Memorial Day ~ 2842 
of ” addresses by members Sons of Veterans . 65 
2 ” firing squads furnished ................ e260 
2 ” brothers attending Memorial Sunday services +2632 
ee ” camps observing Union Defenders’ Day 59 


a ” deaths in Division (May 31, 1907—May 381, 1908) BA 24 
22 ” funerals attended by camps in a body, G. A. R. 70 


eu ” funerals attended by camps in a body, S. of V... 16 
te ” purial services conducted by camps, G. A. R. 5 
2 ” purial services conducted by camps, S. of V. 6 
a ” camps using Memorial services, A. . 18 
ap ” camps using Memorial services, B. . 12 


One of the objects set forth in our constitution and laws 
is “to honor the memories of the heroic dead through the 
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proper observance of Memorial Day and Union Defender’s 
Day.” It gives me great satisfaction, therefore, to send in 
this report, which deais mainly with the manner in which the 
Camps of our Division have carried out this object, because it 
shows not only that we have discharged this duty creditably, 
but that we are also making improvement in this respect. You 
will note an increase, in every item of the report, over preced- 
ing years. The number of Brothers in line Memorial Day ex- 
ceeded last year by nearly five hundred, the number at ser- 
vices Memorial Sunday four hundred and fifty, the number 
aimed four hundred and fifty, the number uniformed five hun- 
dred, addresses by Sons of Veterans twenty-one, and five more 
Camps observed Union Defenders’ Day. Let us continue 
along this line of improvement, Brothers. Certainly, every 
one of us sons of men who sacrificed so greatly for the bless- 
ings which we enjoy today, ought to hold sacred the day dedi- 
cated to the memory of our own fathers, and sacrifice our own 
pleasure or profit if need be, on that day in order to honor 
them. Shall we not work for this high standard—every Son 
of a Veteran in line on Memorial Day, and every Camp observ- 
ing Defenders’ Day? 

I would make one recommendation. There is a noticeable 

Jack of Camps using Memorial services on Memorial Day— 
only thiry out of one hundred and thirty-two Camps so doing. 
The service to be used in conjunction with the G. A. R. is very 
beautiful, and adds an impressive and inspiring feature to the 
Memorial Day exercise. I feel sure that if the service was 
brought to the attention of those who have the exercises in 
charge, there would be a more general desire for it! I recom- 
mend that a communication, containing copies of the service 
and stating our willingness to make use of them where desired, 
he sent from Division Headquarters to the G. A. R. Posts, 
making it clear, however, that we are not seeking an opportu- 
nity to put ourselves forward, but merely stating our willing- 
ness to co-operate along this line when desired. 

T thank the Camps for the manner in which they carried 
out the exhortation of the last Chaplain, to respond more faith- 
fully with their reports. Tt is gratifying to report that every 
single Camp responded and that all were sent in time to enable 
me to make a perfect report to the Commander-in-Chief. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
Wittiam F. WILsoN, 
Division Chaplain. 
20 


Report of Division Secretary 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MassAcuusetts Division, Sons OF VETERANS, U.S. A. 
Office of Division Secretary. 
Boston, Mass., Fez. 10, 1909. 
Witt1am O. Cutter, Division Commander: 


Dear Sir and Brother,—I herewith submit my report 
as Division Secretary for the year ending February 17, 1909. 

Like many of those who have occupied the position in 
past years, I entered upon my duties with small realization of 
the difficulties before me. However, with the kind and gen- 
erous help of members of the staff, I have succeeded in com- 
pleting the year in a manner which, I trust, will be satisfac- 
tory to you and the brothers of the division. 

I can heartily concur in the expression of Brother Harry 
Ham in saying that “work at headquarters has assumed such 
proportions that constant attention to a large number of de- 
tails should be accorded.” This year under the regime of 
permanent -headquarters, many of the treasurer's duties have 
devolved upon the secretary, and while this explains in a mea- 
sure the extra work, the very fact has tended to make perma 
nent headquarters a success. 

One pleasant feature of the work which I have perhaps 
enjoyed to a greater extent than my predecessors, has been 
the entertaining of visiting brothers and friends. Not having 
kept a record, I am not prepared to give the exact number of 
visitors during the year, but there have been very many, in- 
cluding past commanders-in-chief, past division commanders 
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and officers and members, not only of this division but of the 
neighboring divisions. I would suggest to my successor that 
he procure a register in which to record the names of all visi- 
tors in the future. 

At the first of the year the division was in process of in- 
augurating the card system. This needs no explanation here, 
but I cannot refrain from saying in this place that many of 
the camps have done nothing as yet to further this work, and 
it is obvious that headquarters can do but very little without 
the co-operation of the camps. 

There is very much of interest that I could include in 
this report if the space were available, but following is a tabu- 
Jated list of the camps in the division, with their respective 
membership on January first of each year from nineteen hun- 
dred and five. 


NO. LOCATION 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 
I Lynn II 107 93 17 57 
2 Worcester 28 36 28 28 20 
3 Somerville 53 55 60 Sr 59 
4 Plymouth 37 44 55 
5 Hudson 33 32 48 55 65 
6 Beverly 71 7° 67 58 82 
7 Wareham 45 44 42 35 3° 
8 Salem - 21 12 Iq 32 10 
9 Boston 42 38 47 

10 Millers Falls 27 33 24 3° 27 

11 Whitman 107 108 128 159 165 
12 Hingham 23 21 22 2m 20 
13 Stoughton 24 28 18 26 38 
14 Cambridgeport 37 23 23 18 15 
us Springfield 39 4o 69 93 94 
16 Williamstown 18 24 14 Is 10 
17 Brockton 52 47 52 45 46 
18 Uxbridge 28 19 19 19 17 
zo) Clinton 73 58 AS umnIBS 35 
20 Colrain 33 28 30 27 29 
2X Lawrence 9 10 10 25 28 
22 Middleboro 1S 13 17 16 16 
23 Reading 26 32 32 35 40 
24 Gloucester 38 39 32 2 21 
25 Worcester 45 48 48 45 49 
26 Taunton 49 48 53 50 4o 
27 Mansfield 30 28 23 21 20 
28 Fitchburg 74 18 8r 80 2 


LOCATION 1905 
Watertown 46 
Dorchester 55 
Newtonville 35 
So. Braintree 38 
Amesbury 

Wakefield 55 
New Bedford 66 
E. Weymouth 43 
Gardner 52 
Georgetown 37 
No. Adams 

Ayer 

Waltham 45 
Grafton 17 
Berlin 28 
Westfield 3r 
Arlington 28 
Roxbury 43 
Norwood 19 
Northampton 32 
Natick 23 
Rockland 49 
Jamaica Plain 
Leominster 92 
Orange 16 
Medford 85 
Southbridge 28 
Cambridge 41 
Easthampton 
Attleboro 4t 
So. Framingham 39 
Holyoke 4r 
Sharon 19 
Everett 35 
Holliston 19 
Ashland 

Athol 43 
Woburn 28 
Abington 58 
Winchendon 19 
Pembroke 28 
Upton 13 
Northboro 34 


1906 
48 


LOCATION 
No. Brookfield 
Milton 
Dedham 

A 


M 

M 

Chelsea 
Townsend 
Plainville 
Randolph 
Webster 
Barre 
Peabody 
Scituate 
Brighton 
Fall River 
Marblehead 
E. Bridgewater 
Millbury 
Marlboro 


Boston 

Adams 

So. Boston 
Shelburne Falls 
Hanover 
Westminster 
Sudbury 
Marshfield 
Saugus 


Charlestown 
Merrimac 
Pittsfield 
Newburyport 
Franklin 
Andover 
Oxford 


Marion 
Duxbury 
So. Hanson 


7905 


16 
24 


NO. LOCATION Igos 1906 1907 1908 1909 
117 Hopedale 24 2 40 46 42 
118 Eastondale 34 32 2 30 31 
TIg Billerica 28 32 13 13 13 
120 Agawam 17 19 18 18 
i21 Northfield 25 27 27 2 26 
122 Holden - 2 2 29 
123 E. Douglas 26 2 28 
124 Baldwinsville 27 2 35 30 30 
125 Fiskdale 29 2 33 27 
126 
127 
128 
129 Haverhill 4t 36 45 66 54 
130 New Bedford 58 48 48 44 26 
131 Medfield 18 18 20 20 21 
132 Carver 22 37 
133 
134 Monson 24 25 29 24 30 
135 
136 Palmer 15 19 24 25 27 
137 
138 
I 
ae Cohasset 41 
I4t 
142 Rockport 23 29 27 24 23 
143 ! 

144 Bridgewater 19 21 24 15 13 
145 Roxbury 34 28 25 24 23 
146 Hyde Park 41 38 32 23 26 
147 

148 

149 Manchester 76 76 7 75 73 
Gain (2 camps) Jan., 1909 96 


The appended table gives in detail the consolidated report 
of the division by quarters. 
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Grand Total 
CONSOLIDATED REPORT 9 5 
For the year ending December 31, 1908. g of 
Members in good standing December 31, 1907. 130 4958 
GAINS : ist ne 2d Quar. aoe 4th Quar. Total 
By Organ. 271; 1 38 fo} oO | 3 109 
‘By Muster 110 | 225 59 146 | 540 
‘By Transfer 9 10 5 8 32 
By Reinstat. 26 38 2r j2 56 I4I 
2216/1 311 85 |2 210 5 822 
LOSSES 135 5780 
By Disbanded ° Op ete 22 O| 1 21 
By Death 6 9 5 8 28 
‘By Hon. Dis. 12 39 14 fe) 75 
By Transfer 13 14 7 13 47 
By Suspension 162 | 147 |2 179 133 621 
o i I 20 ° fe) oO} 1 20 
By Error I fo) ° 12 13 
fi 1 214| 209 |3 226| 176 4 825 
Number in geod standing January 1, 1909, 131 4,955 
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 
By organization January, 1909, o 6 2 (___ 96) 
Number in good standing February 12, 1909, 133 (5,051) 
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February 1, 1909, charter of Camp 9§, Revere, was surrend- 
‘ered and transfers were issued by the division commander to 
nine (9) members of this Camp. This does not appear in the 
-consolidated report for the year. 

In closing this report I would say that it is with feelings 
of real regret that the time has come to sever our official con- 
nection, and I sincerely trust that my successor will enjoy the 
same cordial relations with many of our brothers. I would 
also express my thanks to you and to Brothers Weiler, Camp 
79, White of Camp 9, Wycoff of Camp 106, and Chief Aide 
Howard of Camp 98, for the help they have been so willing to 
extend to me at all times. 


Fraternally yours, 


JOHN F. STRATTARD, 
Division Secretary. 


Report of Division Treasurer 


HLEADQUARTERS OF 


Massacuuserts Division Sons OF VETERANS, U.S. A. 


Office of Division Treasurer. 


Boston, Mass., Feb. 11, 1909 


Joun F. Srrarrarp, Division Secretary: 


j Dear Sir and Brother:—In accordance with the 
Constitution, I have the honor to submit herewith my report of 
the financial transactions of this Division. 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand Feb. 12, 1908 report $ 191 76 
Per Capita Tax $4059 55 
Supplies 
453 85 
Chelsea Relief 518 39 
Memorial University 233 94 
Charter fees Us CO 
One-half Travelling expenses Camp 58 UY 2 
Interest on Bank balance 6 88 5355 11 
$5546 87 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Per Capita Tax $188r 54 
Supplies 468 81 
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Charters Fee 

Postage 

Telephone 

Salary 

Division officers mileage and expenses 

Rent 

Bond 

Printing 

Chelsea Relief 

Memorial University 

26th Annual Encampment Stenographer 

Printing Reports and Rosters 

Memorial Services at Soldiers Home, 
Chelsea 

Stationary 

National Encampment at Niagara Falls, 
Commander and eleven delegates 

27th Annual Encamp., rent of Lorimer 
Hall, 2 days 

Lighting 

Miscellaneous 


Balance on hand, Feb. 11, 1909 


71 


{€3.40 tS0.00 


5227 31 


$319 56 


In closing I wish to express my appreciation of the assist- 
ance which you, the Division Commander and other members of 


his staff have rendered me during my term of office. 
Yours in F.C. & L., 


CHARLES E. WADE, 


Div. Treas. 


Report of Division Counsellor 


HEADQUARTERS OF 


Massacuuserrs Division, Sons or VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Division Counsellor. 
Uxerince, Mass., Jan. 28, 1909. 
Joun F, Srrarrarp, Division Secretary: 


_,, Dear Sir and Brother,—In completing my duties a 
meets coumedloc I have to report that the post has preres 
nae cneraals than onerous, and more respectable than 
Cee ut for the privilege of advising the Division 
oe Ga, as to the legality of by-laws adopted by about 
cuteness ps, and the opportunity of interpreting numerous 

of the constitution, I should have been liable to for- 

get ine eat of my being a Division Officer. 
nat my services have not been demanded for more un- 
pleasant task i i sae 
ai oh bee pene eel to me, and a tribute to the member- 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
% 


ArtHurR E. SEAGRAVE, 


Division Counsellor. 
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Report of Division Inspector 


HEADQUARTERS OF 


MassaAcuusetts Division, Sons oF VETERANS, U.S. A. 
Office of Division Inspector. 
Boston, Mass., JAN. 25, 1909. 


Joun F. Srratrarp, Diviston SECRETARY: 


Dear Sir and Brother,—In accordance with the cus- 
tom, I enclose my report of work done by me as Division In- 
spector and also that of my Assistants. 


When I accepted the position of Division Inspector I real- 
ized I had something to do, and I was not mistaken, but with 
the aid of Commander Cutler and Chief Aide Howard I have 
tried to do my duty. 

My Assistants were appointed because I believed they had 
the ability to perform the work for which they were selected. 
I wish to say at this time that almost to a man they have been 
faithful, only two that could not accept, their places were filled 
by good men and I wish to thank them all for the able manner 
in which they have performed their duties. 

The following brothers were selected to serve as Assist- 
ant Inspectors : 

A, J. Whitney, Wilfred E. Garlick, F. L. Kirchgassner, 
James T. Wellington, I. T. Stevens, A. Beals, Frank E. War- 
ren, W. S. Goodwin, Frank E. Howard, W. H. Payne, Benj. 
I, Shaw, Chas. P. LeBarron, C. A. Bussell, W. A. Hartshorn, 
Horace R. Parker, Fred E. Warren, Everett H. Lynds, H. 1, 
Weiler, W. E. Choate, Geo. H. Holt, Jas. G. Wolff, George B. 
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Greaton, Thos. H. Burton, Ernest E. Hobson, W. H. Hinman, 
Chas. H. Hayden, F. H. White, T. J. Lounsbury, Division 
* Chaplain Wilson, Wm. T. Tisdale, Frank H. Brock, Walter B. 
Ambler, A. E. Seagrave, Walter H. Howard. 


RITUALISTIC WORK. 


In looking over the reports about two-thirds of them were 
clear and easy to mark; others I had to read between the lines 
and guess at it, but I think the fault more with reports than 
the men. There were about forty Camps that did not have 
the Work committed. 

_1 found Camps where, if the Commander was absent, the 
Senior-Vice Commander could not go through with the 
work, some could not even open the meetings. Now, Brother, 
it 1s up to you to put good men in office; if you do not, this 
Order will go down and out. There must be something done, 
and done soon. You cannot blame anyone for leaving a Camp 
after he sees the manner in which some Camps do their work. 

Every Camp in the Division can and ought to do good 
work. We have the new Ritual now. 4 

I hope every Commander will see that he and his Officers 
commit their parts. 

Officers, take pride in your work, and the Order will be 
proud of you, — 

Question 21: “ Has the Camp Treasurer given a bond?” 
I find very near a third have not done so. 

Question 22: “Are the books and accounts of the Camp 
Treasurer regularly audited by the Camp Council?’ I find 
about thirty that are not. 

Question 23: “Is a report of the audit made a record of 
and included in the minutes of the Camp.” About the same 
Dumber as 22, 

T have inspected eleven Camps and visited others, and in 
all Camps was received very cordially. 

; find one hundred and two Camps with less than flity 
members in each. Why is this so? In almost every case 
there are eligible sons enough to make large Camps. 

T see by the last, report there are seventeen Camps that are 


beneficial. I find by the reports of my Assistants there are 
but seven. i, 
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Number of camps in the Division 130 
ze in good standing 130 

a inspected *127 

2 properly equipped ... 125 

*y having necessary paraphernalia 125 

ui in which secret work is committed 93 

a keeping records correctly 125 

ad keeping accounts correctly 125 

»* forwarded all reports 130 

E haying roster complete 129 

BP paid all dues to Headquarters .. 1380 

2 having password,and countersign 130 

f members in good standing last quarter 4923 

i gained since Dec. 3ist last . 471 

ah suspended .. 461 

» dropped .... AY 214 

ae camps not having By-Laws approved ... 19 

a, presenting badge to recruits ....,......00.- 130 

y audit accounts sles 108 
Total value of camp property . - $28,621.50 
” indebtedness of camps . $21.00 
Number of camps not free from debt . + 1 
Total amount invested .....-.......++. + $2,465.07 
Number of camps having military companies tee Tt 
oy chaplains forwarding reports promptly 129 


ne in charge Memorial Day exercises ...... 6 25 
ey attending Divine services, Memorial Day .. 


a having Ladies’ Auxiliary 31 
" in harmony with G. A. R. .....- sles eeees 130 
34 observing Union Defenders’ Day . 84 
st camps beneficial .. : 7 
Amount paid since Dec. 31st for sick benefits . - $175.50 
ee paid since Dec. 31st for death benefits ... a $50.00 
Number of camps attending funerals of members ...... 107 
Expended for relief of G. A. R. members ..... - $568.60 
Number relieved .. 5 127 
Expended for relief of Veterans . $35.00 
Number relieved .......... jaocon 3 5 
Expended for relief of members of camps . $75.78 
Number relieved 10 


Three Camps inspected too late to enter into this report 
(total 130 inspected). 
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The following table shows the percent of Camps as taken: 


from the Assistant Inspector’s report: 


Camp Per | Camp 
0. cent. | No. 
1 100 18 
5 100 4 
9g 100 43 

Io 100 67 
II 100 86 
13 100 89 
26 100 134 
29 100 25 
35 100 3° 
SHS 39 
45 100] 49 
52 100 50 
54 100 62 
55 100 gt 
58 100} 108 
60 100] 116 
65 100] 125 
74. 100 | 130 
76 100} 146 
79 100 24 
80 100 48 
83 100 73 
85. 100 88 
go 100} zoo 
98 100 | 132 
tog 100 3 
II2 100 4 
114 100 15 
ris 100 5r 
117. 100 77 
I2I 100 78 
122 100 93 
129 100 
149 100 


Per | Camp 
cent. | No. 
973) tor 
973) 120 
974) 136 
974) 142 
973) 144 
973 12 
973) 12 
95 | 32 
95) 64 
95 | 103 
95 | 106 
g5 | 118 
95 | 124 
95 | 145 
95) 2° 
95 | 27 
95 | 3 
95 | 68 
95 | 69 
923) 71 
g24| 82 
g24| 21 
924, 22 
924) 23 
923) 53 
go 70 
go 84 
go g2 
go | 123 
go 

go 

go 


Per | Camp Per 
cent.| No. gent. 
go | 46 80 
go | 66 80 
9°] 99 80 
go |140 80 
go | 8r 774 
S7drrt 774 
8731 44 9-75 
873) 140 724 
873, 7 70° 
8734] 16 7° 
874) 33. 70 
874) 36 70 
874) 56 70 
874) 29 70 
85 | 63 70 
85 |107 Jo 
85 |13r 7° 
85 2 65 
85 6 65 
85 | 34 65 
85 | 38 65 
82h) 47 65 
824) 75 65 
823) 94 65 
S2hir02 65 
B2dl104 65 
824dir10 65 
824) 42 624 
824) 17 60 

19 60 

96 60 


Thanking Division Commander William O. Cutler and all! 


Assistants, I remain, 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
Cuartes A. Coox, 
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Division Inspector. 


Report of 
Division Chief Mustering Officer 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserts Division, Sons or VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Office of Chief Mustering Officer. 
Naticx, Mass., FEB. 1, 1909. 
Joun F. Srrarrarp, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother—I hereby submit the follow- 
ing report as Chief Mustering Officer for the year ending Feb. 
17, 1909: 

During the year there have been three camps mustered,- 
viz: Cyrus H. Bates Camp, No. 140, Cohasset was mustered in 
the Town Hall, Cohasset, May 14, with 38 charter members. 
The acting Mustering Officer was Past Division Commander 
James H. Wentworth, assisted by Past Commander Edward 
N. Bates, Camp 36. Division Commander Cutler and staff 
performed the muster services. The officers were publicly 
installed by the acting Mustering Officer in the presence of 
a large number of veterans, visiting brothers and townspeo- 
people. 

Capt. J. A. Loomis Camp, No. 57, with 41 charter mem- 
bers, was mustered into our Order at Easthampton, Jan. 6, 
1909. Past Commander Charles H. Hayden of Camp 48, 
Northampton, acted as Mustering Officer, assisted by brothers 
of Camp 48. Past Division Commander Everett H. Lynds of 
Camp 60, Holyoke, installed the officers. 

Capt. George V. Barrett Camp, No. 40, was mustered Janu- 
ary 21, 1909, in G. A. R. Hall, Ayer, by Division Commandez 
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Cutler, assisted by the division staff. There were 41 charter 
members. A pleasing feature of this event was the joint in- 
stallation of the camp with the G. A. R. and W. RC. The 
officers of the Post were installed by Capt. Barrett, for whom 
the camp was named, the corps by Department President, Mrs. 
Lue Stuart Wadsworth, and the camp by Division Commander 
Cutler. These camps are in a flourishing condition and with 
excellent prospects for the future. Ae 

There are a number of places throughout the division 
where it would be advisable to organize a camp of Sons of 
Veterans, and where, during the past year, considerable work 
has been done in the interest of our Order. s 

As a result of these efforts there are several places in 
this state where the formation of a camp of the Sons of Vet- 
erans is being seriously considered, and I firmly believe that 
they will be mustered before Memorial Day. b 

” Aside from the usual duties as Chief Mustering Officer I 
have assisted as a member of the division degree team, and my 
relations with the division officers have been very pleasant 
and cordial. 


Respectfully submitted in F. Gre Ls 


WALTER B. AMBLER, 
Chief Mustering Officer. 


Report of Patriotic Instructor 


HEADQUARTERS OF 


Massacuuserts Division, Sons or VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Newton Centre, Mass., FEB. 10, 1909. 
Joun F. Srrarrarp, Secretary: 


Dear Sir,—Permit me to present herewith the report, 
for the year just ending, Feb. 17, 1909, of the Division Pat- 
riotic Instructor. 

The year has seen little that is unusual, so far as this de- 
partment is concerned. The several camp instructors have 
been active in their efforts to keep the members of the Division 
alive to the purpose for which our Order has been organized. 
All that has been achieved in this respect is due entirely to 
their endeavors. 

There seems to be an intense interest in the approaching 
Union Defenders’ Day. New vigor should be generated 
throughout our own and other Divisions by inspiring observ- 
ances of the Lincoln Centennial. This is our chance. I would 
urge the making of the coming season the most energetic that 
we have yet entered upon in view of the unique interest in 
the things for which we stand as an organization. This year 
ought to yield a harvest of recruits. 

The time is also favorable for the creation of new sense of 
relation to Memorial University, and a more general allegiance 
to this worthy Institution. We cannot escape the conviction 
that upon the Sons of Veterans rests a peculiar obligation to 
support and underwrite this school of applied Patriotism. 
This Division should lead all others in responding to the ap- 
peals that are made by its representatives. 

May I raise one question, in conclusion? Would it not 
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be wise to make more definite the work of this department, 
and require that each Camp Instructor report, as do other of- 
ficers, to the Division Instructor? Such reports would be 
rich in suggestions, invaluable in extending the work of this 
department, and as the basis of the Division officer’s report 
would prove a real contribution to the good of the Order. I 
would recommend that this matter be taken into consideration. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MAURICE A. LEVY, 
Division Patriotic Instructor. 
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Report of Divison Chief Aide 


HEADQUARTERS OF 


Massacuuserts Division, Sons oF VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Boston, Mass., JAN. 30, 1909. 
Joun F. Srratrarp, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother,—As Chief Aide I beg leave to sub- 
mit the following report: 

Upon assuming office I appointed about forty Assistant 
Aides and with few exceptions they have been loyal workers. 

It has been noticeable that Camps that have received fre- 
quent visits from their Aides, have shown a great improve- 
ment in general conditions; therefore I have no hesitancy in 
advocating the continuance of the Aide system. 

Many Camps, on account of location, are greatly handi- 
capped in receiving visits from their Aides, but no remedy ap- 
pears at hand except the Joint Camp-fires that may be substi- 
tuted in order to enjoy the good of outside influences. 

With scarcely an exception the respect of the Grand Army 
is enjoyed by the Camps. 

The following matter is one upon which the Encampment 
can put much or little importance as it sees fit. The reports 
of this office show that hardly fifty per cent. of the Officers 
perform their ritualistic work in even a creditable manner, and 
that the Officers absent from meetings is beyond all reason. 

How long the Camps will endeavor in this manner to ini- 
‘tiate the reputable men in this State that we are trying to 
reach, is a question to be answered only by those who assume 
these positions of trust. 

The Order in general shows a tendency to broaden out in 
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its influence and the special work commenced by various 
Camps is being recognized in the communities. 

In conclusion, I want to publicly thank my Assistant Aides 
for the work they have done this year. The spirit they have 
shown in giving their time and energy to this work should be 
appreciated by all. 


Fraternally yours. 


Frank E. Howarp, 
Chief Aide. 


fel 
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Report of Division Press Correspondent 


HEADQUARTERS OF 


OrFIcE oF THE Division CORRESPONDENT. 
Bosron, Mass., Fes. 1, 1909. 
Joun F. Srrarrarp, Division SECRETARY: 


DEAR SIR AND BROTHER: 


I have the-honor to submit my report for the past year. 
So far as it has been possible I have attended to my duties as 
Division Press Correspondent. I desire especially to acknowl- 
edge my deep appreciation of the many evidences of good-will 
and comradeship shown me during my term of office by the 
Camp Corespondents in this Division, and their willingness at 
all times to co-operate with me in giving publicty to such mat- 
ters as would properly find their way to the columns of news- 
papers. In the work of the office to which you appointed me 
my relations with the brothers, by correspondence and by per- 
sonal meeting, have been peculiarly pleasant and profitable. I 
have found all of them striving to the best’ of their ability to 
‘advance the interests of our noble order. To the Division 
Commander and the members of his personal staff I am pro- 
foundly grateful for the courtesies shown me at all times; and 
particularly for the attentions paid me, not alone as a Son of 
a Veteran and a Division staff officer, but as a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. Extreme kindnesses were 
showered upon me on all occasions, the brothers seemingly vie- 
ing with each other in honoring one who has the proud privi- 
lege of wearing the priceless badges of the G. A. R., and the 
S. of V. In the performance of my official duties I have been 
brought in personal contact with many of the camp corre- 
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spondents, and it is a pleasure to record that the most delight- 
ful relations have been established and many strong friend- 
ships formed which, I hope, may continue while life lasts. In 
retiring from this office and from the staff, I feel recompensed 
for all that I may have done for the advancement of the order 
since February, 1908, in the knowledge that so many splendid 
brothers I can count my friends. 

To Col. W. G. Dustin, the publisher and editor of the 
Banner, the Sons of Veterans’ official organ, I am indebted for 
his kindly and uniform courtesy and forbearance. 

In closing this report, permit me to suggest that as about 
seventy per cent. of the camps in this division were not heard 
from during the year by the Division Press Correspondent, 
the incoming Division Commander, in his first general order 
emphasize the importance of Press Correspondents sending to 
‘the new Division Correspondent reports of all events in their 
‘camp that may be of interest, and allow him to be the censor. 
A great deal of matter can be “boiled down” and made read- 
able for the Banner, that otherwise, if sent direct to Illinois by 
‘the Camp Correspondent, would be thrown away or returned 
to the Division Press Correspondent for his revision. 

Camp Commanders should instruct their staff officers to 
see to it that the press is furnished such items of news as can 
ey be given publicity. Camp Correspondents, also, 
es we made acquainted with the province of the Division 
ae ine ee eae in other words, what he is appointed 
ee eee fe ommandes, and to my associates on your staff, 
aa eee pace Frank H,. White, Assistant Division 
Bane ps ndent, Iam grateful for useful suggestions, and 

g§ kindness and confidence exhibited on all occasions. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 


Ruvert J. Cuute. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


Division Secretary John F. Strattard, Chairman of the 


Committee on Credentials, reported that credentials had been 


received as follows :— 


Past and Ptesent Camp Commanders 146 
Delegates 75 
Alternates 25 

Total 246 


GREETINGS FROM MAINE. 


A telegram was read from W. Herbert McCann, Division 
Commander of the Maine Division, as follows :— 
Lewiston, Maine, Feb. 16, 1909. 
Wm. O. Cutler, 
Division Commander, 
Massachusetts Div., S. of V., Lorimer Hall, 
Tremont Temple, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Greetings and felicitations from the division of Maine. May 
you have a successful and helpful encampment. 
W. Herbert McCann, Division Commander. 


EIGHTEEN DOLLARS FOR MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY 


Brother Fuller presented a check for eighteen dollars 
($18.00) from Lincoln Camp 39 of North Adams, to be added 
to the $233.94 shown in the report of the Division Treasurer, 
for Memorial University, Mason City, Iowa. 


HOUR FIXED FOR TODAY’S ADJOURNMENT. 


On motion by Thomas J. Hannon of the Council-in-Chief, 
it was voted that, when we adjourn, it be until nine o’clock to- 
morrow morning. 


ARMY NURSE DELEGATION. 
The first visitors to grace the encampment were a delega- 
tion from the Army Nurses’ Association, including the venera- 


ble president, Mrs. Fannie T. Hazen, Mrs. Margaret Hamilton, 
Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Fowle, who were received with hearty 
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cheers. Mrs. Hazen spoke tenderly of the Fathers and of the 
work committed to the Sons. Mrs. Fowle, “the young girl 
who did so much for the Soldiers,” captivated the encampment 
by the sweet songs she used to sing in the days of Bull Run 
and other Civil War battles. Division Press Correspondent 
Rupert J. Chute responded for the encampment, after which 
Division Commander Cutler presented each of the ex-nurses 
with a copy of the printed reports of the division officers for 
this year, and a “delegate” badge, similar souvenirs being 
given to each member of the other visiting delegations which 
later presented greetings to the encampment. = 


DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS DELEGATION. 


a a Katherine R. A. Flood, P. D. P., Miss Agnes I. Me- 
eae d ae Treas., Mrs. Annie Papanti, Tent 29, and Mrs. 
a pug . Foster, Tent 27, brought greetings from the Massa- 
eee pe eaumcnt of the Daughters of Veterans, “our 
s s, ne response being made by Past Divisi c 
a g y Pas sion Com- 
mander Nathan C. Upham, who stated that “they are of great 


assistance to the Vetera r i 
Ras Sons of Veterans, wherever their tents are 


GREETINGS FROM THE MASS. DEPT., G. A. R. 


ine ae B. Pierce, of Natick, Hinman, Knowles, and 
Rae sae great enthusiasm as they’ entered 
NERC bringing the greetings of the Fathers in the 
PogheHee ae epartment, Grand Army of the Republic, the 
ING esters g made by Division Chaplain William F. Wilson. 

Ors took leave of the encampment, “The Star Span- 


gled Banner” was hearti 
ae s heartily B Bikey 
presiding at the piano. ily sung, Brother Edward A. Holmes 


Ls ES FRO} 
ADIES FROM SONS OF VETERANS AUXILIARY. 


This <ili 

Ni atte pecs auxiliary of the Sons of Veterans brought 
Sie ae Bee h Mrs, Estelle B. Richards, Miss Flora A. Stas 
Deets ae President Mrs. ‘Mabel M. Braley, the latter 
ele 2 er associates, a beautiful bouquet of roses to 
hag nies Cutler in recognition of many acts of 
Teta ene the past year, Past Division Commander 

: ey responded for the encampment, assuring the 
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ladies that every Brother would do his utmost to promote the 
welfare of the auxiliary. 


SPLENDID EXEMPLIFICATION OF RITUAL. 


The following officers from George A. Custer Camp II, 
of Whitman, then exemplified the ritual work, showing the ini- 
tiation of a candidate into the order of Sons of Veterans. The 
Brothers of the encampment for the most part occupied seats 
in the balcony, and looked down upon the scene, Senior Vice 
Division Commander Albert J. Whitney acting in place of the 
Division Commander during the remainder of the afternoon. 


DEGREE STAFF, CAMP It. 


F. N. Coulson. 
C. M. Keevey. 
R. F. Whiting 


Commander 
Senior Vice Commander 
Junior Vice Commander 


Chaplain : T. Chamberlain. 
Patriotic Instructor H. L. Adams. 
Guide : J. T. Stevens. 


Musician (Camp 9) E. E. Chase. 
Acting as recruit Albert Cook. 


The encampment adjourned at 5.30, the annual banquet tak- 
ing place at the Quincy House in the evening. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1909 


MORNING SESSION. 


Th i i 
€ encampment began its session at half past nine o'clock 


dela: being cause Yi continu rk O 
y used by th {e) receiving creden 
e tinued work of ng d 


ROLL CALL. 
ws ‘Gite ere officers responded to the call of the roll ;— 
vision Command illi ' 
Senior Vice Gonitrander NAlbert J. Whiteey 


Junior Vice Commander Wilfred E Carte 
. IK, 


Members of the Divisi i 

y ivision Council, am v i 

a ee eco James H. Wentworth and 
Ivision Chaplain, 


Division Secretary 
sion Inspector, 
Wvision Patriotic Instructor 
, 


Rey. William F. Wilson. 
John F. Strattard. 
Charles A. Cook, 

Rey. Maurice A. Levy. 


CHANGES IN ENCAMPMENT COMMITTEES. 


The followi iG e Ss 

lowing changes in i i 

made, becau: ee a 1 ie committee assignments were 
Past Divisio io} aa ia 3 a 

as Ch: Ft 181 is Ci mmande: Fred J. Bradford, appointed 
a an of the committee on fraternal greetings to the 


Ladies of the G 
EP Betersen, rand Army of the Republic, in place of Rev, 


Divis: 

of Past De Charles A. Cook, appointed, in place 

illness while at the mmander Everett H. Lynds (whose sudden 

the encampment Suicy Flouse for the purpose of attendin 

the COREE occasioned universal regret), as Chairman ) 

Levpiat Cap 3 eal and Ceremonies. Brother Alvah M 

dive proneeltlen Gi as appointed to fill the vacancy made b: , 
the Division Inspector as mentioned here, y, 


46 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 


Councilor-in-Chief Thomas J. Hannon, Chairman of the 
Committee on Officers’ Reports, presented the report of that 
committee on the various recommendations made in the re- 
ports of the Division Officers, and the following action was 
taken on these recommendations: 


Recommendations of Division Commander. 


No. 1. That we, as an encampment, heartily endorse the 
plan of holding “Veterans’ Night,” and recommend that the 
camps in our division, as far as possible, observe it annually,— 
the committee recommend, ought to pass. It having been 
voted that, if there be no objection to any recommendation of 
the committee, the same shall be declared adopted, recommen- 
dation number one was so passed. 

No. 2. That division headquarters be established for the 
coming year at Room 38, 15 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass., 
and that the sum of seven hundred and fifty (750) dollars be 
appropriated for rent and salary, provided headquarters are 
established at the above named place,—your committee recom- 
mend that this recommendation be divided, which has been ac- 
quiesced in by the Commander, and we recommend, ought to 
pass, as follows: That permanent headquarters be established 
in the city of Boston, as the first part of the recommendation, 
There being no objection, this was passed. 

Second part of the recommendation: That the sum of 
six hundred and fifty (650) dollars be appropriated for rent 
and salary, provided headquarters are established at Room 38, 
15 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass., and also that if the appointee, 
the Secretary, be found to be proficient, the Division Council 
be authorized to increase his salary by one hundred (100) dol- 
lars. The object of this is simply the substance of the recom- 
mendation of the Commander, except that there is an incentive 
for good work on the part of the appointee at division head- 
quarters. The recommendation as reported in this way was 
adopted. 

No. 3. That our encampment instruct our delegates to 
the National Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief to act 
as a unit, in opposition, both by vote and influence, to any and 
all propositions which increase or tend to increase our per 
capita tax,—your committee recommend, ought to pass. The 
recommendation was adopted. . 


AT 


No. 4. That the incoming Division Commander divide 
our division into districts of two or more camps, and that he 
appoint one brother to act as aide, who, during the last quarter 
of the year, shall act as the assistant inspector for the camps 
in his district, under the direction of the Division Inspector. 
Your committee has revised this recommendation, which is sat- 
isfactory to our Division Commander, and recommend, ought 
to pass, on the following :—That the incoming Division Com- 
mander, together with three (3) Past Division Commanders, 
formulate a plan whereby the State will be divided into dis- 
tricts of two or more camps, each district to have an aide, said 
aide to represent the Commander, act as inspector, and do and 
perform such other work-as said committee may outline. The 
recommendation as revised was adopted. 


No. 5. That camp by-laws, amendments to same, and 
such other questions as the Division Commander may deter- 
mine, shall be forwarded from division headquarters to the 
Division Counsellor, for his examination, before action by the 
Division Commander,—your committee recommend, ought to 

_ pass. Passed. 
te Won That the Division furnish, without expense to the 
mps, descriptive cards for the Division records, and_ that 
ene commanders shall see that they are filled out properly 
= coeeperded to divisioin headquarters, with the quarterly 
Ports,—your committee recommend, ought to pass. Passed, 


ie f- That we hold our next annual Division Encamp- 
Se att ne same time and in the same city as the Massachu- 
epartment, G. A. R.—your committee recommend, 
ought to pass. Passed, 
ayes That the Soldiers’ Home Memorial Service be 
Sik = the coming year, and that a committee be appointed 
Power to arrange for the same,—your committee recom- 
ge Ought to pass. Passed. 
0. 9. That we continue the observance of decorati 

h : in, 
et asa fee in Park Square, Boston, on the canivees 
age o *—your committee recommend, ought to pass. 
No. 10. That the offic i i 
ald . Th e of Press Correspondent in this 
rane pe continued, and that each camp iikewiee, appoint 

such an officer,—your committe 1 
peal , € recommend, ought to pass. 
No. 11. re the incoming Division Commander appoint 
a committee who shall have charge of raising the balance of 
the pledge made by our delegates at the last National Encamp- 
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ment, for the benefit of Memorial University,—your committee 
recommend, ought to pass, and so move. Passed. 

No. 12. That the sale or gift of rituals of the Sons of 
Veterans, to individual members, be prohibited in this Division, 
—your committee recommend, ought to pass; but they also 
wish to tack on to that, that there seemed to be no necessity for 
such a recommendation, because no individual, according to 
the Constitution, unless he be an officer, is permitted to have 
a ritual. However, the committee have been told by the Divi- 
sion Commander, that some brothers in the past have had rit- 
auls, and they are coming forward to headquarters with those 
rituals, desiring exchanges; consequently your committee rec- 
ommend, ought to pass. Passed. 


Recommendation of Division Chaplain. 


That a communication containing copies of the service 
(our Memorial Day service), and stating our willingness to 
make use of then: where desired, be sent from Division Head- 
quarters to the G. A. R. Posts, making it clear, however, that 
we are not seeking an opportunity to put ourselves forward, 
but merely stating our willingness to co-operate along this line 
when desired,—your committee recommend, ought to pass. 
Passed. 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


Past Division Commander Charles F. Sargent, chairman, 
reported for the committee on the following resolutions of- 
fered by Past Division Commander Harry D. Sisson of Camp 
108 :— 

Whereas, the order of SONS of VETERANS after a 
continuous existence of nearly thirty years, has not reached 
that numerical strength, which its motive and purpose deserve, 
and 7 
Whereas, there is no immediate prospect of acquiring 
such proportions as will likely inspire in the Grand Army of 
the Republic such confidence as would merit the recognition by 
that order, of the Sons of Veterans as fitting custodians of all 
that they must, ere long, leave behind, and 

Whereas, the Woman’s Relief Corps, the most valuable 
and important auxiliary of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
has no constitutional provision whereby its existence is to be 
prolonged beyond the lifetime of the Grand Army, and 
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Whereas, the orders of the “Woman's Relief Corps, | 


Daughters of Veterans, Ladies of the G. A. R., and Ladies’ 
Aid Societies, as well as the Sons of Veterans, are now organ- 
ized for and are engaged in practically the same lines of patri- 
otic endeavor and purpose, each imbued with the same tender 
affection and consideration for the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic and all that it now represents or may hereafter stand for, 
and 

Whereas, the preservation of the sentiment hovering 
about Memorial Day with its peculiarly loving tributes and du- 
ties, as well as the active fraternal work now performed by the 
Grand Army of the Republic, must all too soon be left to other 
hands, therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That this encampment of the Massachu- 
setts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., hereby give formal 
expression of its esteem and love for the Grand Aimy ot the 
Republic, and voice its appreciation of all that that organiza- 
tion of veterans has meant in our national life, as a living, vital 
force for the promulgation of patriotic sentiment, as well as 
being an inspiration to patriotic endeavor within our own 
ranks, and 
_ Resolved, that this Division encampment hereby express 
its belief and desire that the Grand Army of the Republic 
may become a permanent organization. Be it further 


Resolved, that a committee be appointed by this encamp- 
ment, whose duty it shall be, as a component part of a joint 
committee, to ascertain from the Grand Army of the Republic, 
whether the time is opportune and the action expedient, to 
enact such legislation as will eventually admit to membership 
in the Grand Army, such persons as are eligible in any 
of the present auxiliary bodies so that the membership of the 
Grand Army of the Republic shall consist of ‘‘Comrades,” 

Brothers,” and “Sisters.” The designation “Comrades” shall 
forever be kept sacred to and applied only to such soldiers, sail- 
ors or marines as are now entitled to membership in the G. A. 
Ry and admission of such should be on practically the same 
eligibility requirement as at present. The designations of 

Sisters” and “Brothers” would be applicable to such members 
as had not earned by actual-service the right to be called “Com- 
rade,” and eligibility could be determined substantially as now 
in the co-ordinate organizations. Be it further 

Resolved, that a copy of this resolution be transmitted by 

* a committee to the encampments of each of the patriotic soci- 
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eties named herein, now in session in Boston, with a request for 
the appointment by their encampments of similar committeés, 
and be it further 

Resolved, that such committees from each body be given 
full authority in behalf of the organization which it represents, 
in presenting the report of the joint committee, provided it 
shall be found expedient to do so, before the next National En- 
campment of the Grand Army of the Republic, with the pur- 
pose in view of eventually amalgamating all patriotic bodies 
now auxiliary, in one great Grand Army of the Republic with 
a franchise eternal. ‘ 


In view of the fact that Brother Sisson was on the com- 
mittee which was about to visit the Grand Army Encampment, 
it was voted to postpone the debate upon the foregoing resolu- 
tion until after the committee returned. ; 


VISITORS FROM WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS. 


At this juncture, Mrs, Calahan and Miss Warren (“sister 
of our next Division Commander’’) were received, bearing the 
greetings of the Massachusetts Department of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, the response being made by Brother Alvah M. 
Levy of Camp 28. 


ADDITIONAL RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolution was read, the recommendation 
of the Committee being, ought to pass, which recommendation 
was adopted: 


Headquarters George A, Custer Camp No. 11, S. of V. 
Division of Massachusetts. 
Whitman, Mass., Feb. 12, 1909. 


To the members of the Twenty-seventh Annual Encampment 
of the Division of Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, U. S. 
A., in convention assembled, George A. Custer Camp No. 
11 extends greetings and presents for their consideration 
the following resolutions: 


1. Be it resolved, That it is the desire of this body here 
assembled to assure to each and every Brother of the Sons of 
Veterans a recognition of all honors justly earned and all priv- 
ileges to be derived therefrom, therefore 
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2. Be it further resolved, That Brother Charles F. Cook, 
now a member of George A. Custer Camp No. 11 in good 
standing, is, in view of the Statement of Facts, attached here- 


to and made a part of these resolutions, entitled to and should , 


have restored to him, the rank and title of Past Camp Comman- 
der: therefore 


3. Be it further resolved, That Brother Cook, having 
shown by past performances that he is a good, faithful and 
true Brother of our Order, this Convention here assembled do 
instruct and hereby does instruct its Delegates to the coming 
ional Convention, to present to said National Convention 
resolutions demanding and setting forth the reason therefor, the 
restoration of Brother Charles F. Cook to the rank of Past 


Camp Commander, together with all honors and advantages to 
be derived therefrom; 


4. Be it further resolved, That this Convention assem- 
bled do honestly believe that said Brother Charles F. Cook has 
nobly earned and rightfully deserves the rank of Past Camp 
Commander, and that the Delegates to the next National Con- 
vention are hereby instructed, not only to present said resolu- 
tions to the coming National Convention, but are hereby fur- 
ther instructed to give their earnest effort towards the passage 
of the same, thereby upholding the good name of this Division 
of Massachusetts for fairness and impartiality. 


F. N. COULSON, 


Commander of Geo. A. Custer Camp No. 11. 


Past Division Commander Sargent also reported, ought to 


pass, on the following recommendation of the Division Coun- 
sellor, which was adopted :-— 


(See Art. 23, Const. and Laws.) 


‘ Resolved, That the mark of this Division, authorized to 
be worn on the collar of Sons of Veterans’ uniforms, shall be a 


gilt miniature of the coat of arms of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 


A. E. SEAGRAVE, 
Division Counsellor. 


_ Ought to pass, was also the report of the resolutions com- 
mittee. on the following, which was adopted :— 
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To the Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, S. af V.: 
RESOLUTION: 


Whereas, the principles and objects of the Sons of Veterans 
being identical to those of the Daughters of Veterans and our 
relations to the Grand Army the same, and believing that co- 
operation between the two organizations would work for the 
better interests of our future. 

Resolved, That the Department President of the Daugh~ 
ters of Veterans be requested to appoint a Conference Com- 
mittee to meet with a like committee, to be appointed by the 
incoming Division Commander. 


Fraternally 
GEORGE M. TUCKER, Camp No. 54. 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF NEVIUS SPEAKS. 


Gen. H. M. Nevius, Commander-in-Chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, was accorded a most hearty and enthu- 
siastic reception as he entered the encampment hall, and ad- 
dressed the assembly in these words: ye ia! 

Mr. Commander and Sons of Veterans: That voice rings 
out like it used to ring about forty-five or seven years ago when 
I was about your age. You are a lusty lot of Sons of Veter- 
ans. When we came in sight of the President or the Old Flag, 
we used to give those cheers, but there is a tremendous differ 
ence between the cheers of young men and the cheers of old 
men. It affords me pleasure to be here today. I think T made 
the last address yesterday. I would not come to Boston in ge 
official capacity, and find the Sons of Veterans in session, with- 
out coming here and paying you my respects. (Applause. ) 
Your Fathers were my Comrades; we were bound together by 
ties of comradeship stronger than the ties of blood. When the 
nation was in its throes of agony, the young men of the land, 
such as you are, thronged to the front, on land and, on sea, 
resolved, by the powers eternal, that the Union established by 
our Fathers must and should be preserved, and for four long 
years we never allowed the smoke of battle to pass aw The 
love and confidence between our Commander-in-Chie Abra- 
ham Lincoln, and the generals, admirals, soldiers, sailors and 
marines of the Civil War, were such as to overcome all opposi- 
tion, until at Appomattox, where the last armed foe laid down 
his arms, treason surrendered forever to loyalty. Your Fa- 
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thers have been marching through the land, from that day to 
this, in an organization; their battles are fought without the 
vision of blood. We stand together now, as we did then, a 
band of patriots, a band of comrades, a comradeship which is 
stronger than the ties of blood; but we must pass away; the 
time is fast approaching when the Grand Army of the Republic 
will be no more, because it differs from all other organizations. 
I do not wish to speak disparagingly of any other organization. 
Phere are many grand and noble organizations kept up by a 
succession of membership from one generation to another, 
bound together by the solemnity of iron-clad oaths, organiza- 
tions with high and noble and worthy objects in view, organiza- 
tions which expend annually millions and millions of dollars 
for charity; but there is but one Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic. (Applause.) Entrance into the Grand Army of the Re- 
public requires a qualification; a man must have an honorable 
discharge as a soldier or sailor in the Civil War. Into our 
brotherhood no man can come on whom the stain of treason 
nests. It is left with us; and when we die it sill be no more. 
There are a class of men in this country today who possess a 
qualification, a qualification to my mind as high and as noble 
s that which the Grand Army of the Republic possesses, be- 
cause no man can gainsay his own blood. You, my comrades 
possess a qualification; you are the Sons of Veterans; you 
are the sons of the men who fought the nation’s battles. “In 
those days, money or influence could not settle the question. 
All credit and ali praise we give to the men who poured out 
their wealth to the governors, who did so much to equip and 
man the troops; but blood was called for, and blood was 
poured out like water. That blood was your fathers’ blood 
my boys, and you are the sons of noble and worthy sires. See 
to it that you are worthy sons of those worthy sires; keep that 
banner up, and let the world know that you are not ashamed 
of the boys who dared to be called Lincoln hirelings and Lin- 
coln slaves, men who dared to put everything behind them in 
order to enforce the law of the land; that is what they did. 
Now, my boys, the time is fast coming when you will be 
the great patriotic organization of the land. You cannot be 
the Grand Army, because you didn’t handle the musket (ap- 
plause) ; you don’t possess the qualification but you do possess 
a qualification, and one which every young man in the land 
ought to be proud of. As I said to a young man last night, a 
son of a Veteran, after he had made some remarks,—I said 
that the Scripture had a passage, “Honor thy father and thy 
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mother, that thy days may be long upon the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee.” “Honor your father and your 
mother, my young man, and join the Sons of Veterans where 
you belong, and let your light shine (applause).” I think that 
you will have that young man with you right speedily. I think 
he is one of the aldermen of this city. If you will all take 
that stand, not say that you must be the Grand Army of the 
Republic or won't be anything, you can help your fathers by 
that as much as by anything you can do. I tell you what you can 
do, you can honor the sires by standing up and saying, “My 
father was a Veteran, and I am proud of it and, so help me 
God, while I live, I will honor his memory and his deeds.” I 
wish you God-speed, my boys. I want to say that I think your 
Commander-in-Chief, Edgar Allan, Jr., is the son of a comrade 
of mine who stood shoulder to shoulder with me in my regi- 
ment. He comes from good stock. Follow his advice, and 
I think you will be all right. 

Division Commander Cutler made the response to the 
burning eloquence of Commander-in-Chief Nevius, and ‘The 
Star Spangled Banner” was sung as the most distinguished 
visitor bade farewell to the encampment amid the renewed 
cheers of the brothers. 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF EDGAR ALLAN, JR. 


The Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans was 
warmly received and addressed the encampment, outlining a 
plan for the support of Memorial University at Mason City, 
Towa, without taxing the Order for support, the idea being to 
raise funds for an endowment of the university. _ 4 t 

After stating that the great need of Memorial University 
was an endowment fund, Commander-in-Chief Allan said that 
the Board of Regents had agreed that, at our next national en- 
campment, they would not ask for any per-capita tax, because 
the East would not stand for any per-capita tax imcrease. i 
was informed that unless our order gave some support in a 
moral way the university would die, and there would be the 
dickens to pay. I told them that if they would take my advice, 
they would not ask’ for a donation, if they could help it. “The 
result of my conference with them was that they agreed not to 
ask for a donation next year, therefore my plan don’t cost the 
Sons of Veterans a five cent piece, so far as Memorial Univer- 
sity is concerned. They don’t ask for a cent per-capita tax, 
and they are rid of that trouble and that worry. 
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Now, in a measure, the dtirey that is being given to Me- 
morial University will be spent next year through the depart- 
ment of the Patriotic Instructor in upbuilding the Sons of Vet- 
erans, and from that sum will be raised the numerical strength 
and endowment fund which will support the university. The 
people of Mason City, Iowa, have agreed not only not to ask 
for a per-capita tax, not only not to ask for a donation, but 
have agreed that, in addition to this, they will raise five thous- 
and dollars ($5,000) to put alongside of our two thousand dol- 
lars ($2,000), to employ able men to talk patriotism and build 
up our order; that is what I mean when I say that from seven 
to ten thousand dollars will be spent for the rest of my term, 
and all of this will be spent through the patriotic instructor, not 
through the national organization. We call it patriotic instruc- 
tor, because he can go into places where a national organizer 
could not. I propose that the expenses shall not exceed a cer- 
tain amount. As a business proposition, the university has to- 
day forty (40) acres of excellent land; they have a fine build- 
ing; no tent to pay; no tax to pay. But if the university 
does not succeed, that money comes back, under the endow- 
ment fund, to the Sons of Veterans of the United States of 


America; therefore, if you put the money into that proposi- 
tion of an endowment fund, in a country where they can get 
eight (8) per-cent interest, I propose to say to those people out 


there, you teach commercial business, and give the university 


a chance to work out its own salvation. It means that a great 
big sum of money will be secured as an endowment that the 
patriotic people of this country will give us in this effort. If 
you want to help me, why, I shall be very glad if you see fit 
to pass some sort of a resolution, al 


The plan as outlined was referred to the committee on 
resolutions. 


LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 


F, A delegation of three from the Ladies of the GARE 
Mrs. Lucy Fuller, Mrs. Lillian Murphy, Mrs. Van Wagner, 
was next introduced, bearing greetings, Mrs. Fuller being the 


speaker for the visitors, and Chief Aide Frank E. Howard 
making the response. 


CREDENTIALS PRESENTED. 


The report of the Committee on Credentials at this time 
was as follows: 
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es 


Past and Present Camp Commanders, etc., 228 
Delegates, 99 
Alternates, 36 

Total, 363 


REPORTS OF COMMITTE! 


res) 
n 


Past Division Commander Fred J. Bradford reported that 
the committee of which he was chairman had visited the Ladies 
of the G. A. R. and that they appreciated the compliments ex- 
tended. ! 

Chief Aide Frank E. Howard reported that the committee 
of which he was chairman had visited the Daughters of Veter- 
ans and were cordially received. 

Past Division Commander Leonard C. Couch reported 
that no matters had been presented to the committee on consti- 
tution and laws. 


RESOLUTION OF PAST DIVISION COMMANDER 
SISSON. 


On motion by Past Division Commander Sargent, the 
resolution offered by Past Division Commander Harry D. Sis- 
son of Camp 108 was taken up for consideration, and explained 
by its author. It was finally moved by Past Division Commander 
Sargent that, as this is one of the most important propositions 
that will come before us, a committee be appointed by the ie 
coming Division Commander to consider this matter, and sae e 
its report at the next annual encampment of this division. es 
motion was seconded by Past Commander A. R. Macha 
Camp 25. An amendment was offered_by Past pos 
Tucker of Camp 54, that the incoming Conference ommit : 
handle this matter. On motion by Brother J. J. County e 
Camp 59, it was voted that the whole matter be indefinitely 
postponed. 


ACTION ON COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF'S PLAN. 


Ought to pass, was the report of the resolutions committee 
on the following, and the same was adopted: 


Resolved, That we, the members of this encampment, 
have heard with great interest the proposition of the Comman- 
der-in-Chief, in regard to the Memorial University, and are 
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more than favorably impressed with the same; but. while not 
feeling it to be wise to absolutely endorse the proposition now, 

We still desire to heartily recommend it to the careful con- 
sideration of our delegates to the next encampment. 


Ee C. COUCH, 2. Dic. 


Councillor-in-Chief Hannon: The Grand Army of the 
Republic have extended the courtesy of their banquet to this 
division. I move that the invitation be accepted, and that our 
Division Commander be authorized to attend, and gét back 
to this encampment as early after two o’clock this afternoon as 
possible. The motion was seconded and carried. 


_ On motion by Past Division Commander Wentworth, ad- 
journment was taken at 12.15 until:2 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Senior Vice Division Commander Albert J. Whitney 
called the encampment to order at 2.10 P. M., the following 
officers responding to the roll call: 

Senior Vice Division Commander, Albert J. Whitney. 

Junior Vice Division Commander, Wilfred E. Garlick. 

Division Councillors, James H. Wentworth, James T. Wel- 
_.,_ lington and Frank L. Kirschgassner. 

Division Secretary, John F. Strattard. 

Special Aide, Frank H. White. 

Assistant Division Secretary, Henry F. Weiler. 


REPORT OF DORMITORY COMMISSION. 
The followin 


referred to the C 
by them: 


§ report of the Dormitory Commission was 
ommittee on Officers’ Reports, and approved 


Boston, Feb. 17, 1909. 


Report of the Dormitory Commission of the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea: 


Balance on hand last report, 203.72 
Received from Division, : im 
Total, $207.78 
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Paid out for supplies, 58.40 


Balance on hand, $149.38 
Deposited in Chelsea Savings Bank. 
Submitted in F., C., and L., 


E. E. FISH, Treasurer. 


Approved: 
' T. J. HANNON, 


Chairman for Committee on Officers’ Reports. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RITUAL AND CERE- 
MONIES. 


Division Inspector Charles A. Cook, for the Committee on 
Ritual and Ceremonies, recommended the following changes, 
the report being adopted: 

We, the delegates assembled in the twenty-seventh Annual 
Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, 
U.S. A., desire to place on record our approval of the newly 
adopted ritual of our order. We realize that no ritual which 
can be adopted will, in all respects, meet the approval of every 
member of our order, and we realize that a difference of opin- 
ion exists among the members of our order as to many features 
contained in our present ritual. ! 

We believe, however, that in its main outlines, our ritual 
is an improvement over the one formerly in use, and, when 
properly carried out, will do much to add to the dignity and 
impressiveness of our meetings. 7 ¢ 

We desire to call attention, however, to the following vio- 
lations of the laws of good English, and other points, which 
we believe are due to the fault of the printer or coypist, and we 
call upon our delegates to the National Encampment to use 
their influence to have issued by the Commander-in-Chief a 
slip which can be inserted in the ritual making the necessary 
corrections. ‘ 

Page 18, line 12, the word “it’s” should be “its 

Page 19, in the second line of the Patriotic Instructor’s 
Charge, the word “hearts” should be “heart.” { 

Page 20, line 12, the word “should” is apparently a mis- 
take for. “will,” inasmuch as the word “will” is used every- 
where else in the ritual. 


” 
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Page 25, line 6, is a mixed construction, and should be 

either “A nobler origin, or a worthier history than,” or else “as 
noble an origin, or as worthy a history as.” 
Page 26, in next to the last line of the obligation, the split 
infinitive “to actively promote” should be “actively to promote.” 
We also call for the elimination of all other split infinitives, 
wherever occurring. 


Page 27, lines 8 and 9, the expression “to the inner guard” 
should come after the word “countersign,” as, if the counter- 
sign has to be communicated to a number of candidates, the 
connection of the words “to the inner guard” is lost by the 
time the Commander speaks them. 


Page 20, line 12, the word “‘tresses” should be “fabric,” or 
some similar word, as a tress is composed of hairs and not of 
threads. 

Page 20, in the third and following lines of the last par- 
agraph, the construction is mixed, and apparently the colon 
should come after the word “flag.” The next four words should 


be omitted, and after the word “red” the word “signifies” 
should be inserted. 


On page 78, the expression im the old ritual, “Captain of 
our Salvation” is a title taken from the Bible, and the change 
of the word “Captain” to “Commander” destroys the entire 
meaning of the expression, and was probably due an inadver- 
tence in inserting in the burial service the present titles of 
Camp officers. We also call attention to the fact that the 
cipher on page 7 has no sign for the letter “F.” 


We also believe that at the beginning of the Initiation, 
there Should be some indication to the Commander that the 
candidate is in waiting, and the Guide should be directed to 
Tetire for him, and we suggest the insertion of the form used 
in_the old ritual, with the necessary changes in the titles of 
officers. A 

_Jnasmuch as a difference of opinion exists as to whether 
the “ete.” in paragraph 17 of the General Instructions refers to 
the old secret work, we ask for an authoritative decision from 
the Commandery-in-Chief of this subject. 


We also believe that the charge which in our former in- 
stallation service was given the Commander after his assent to 
the various regulations should have been retained in our pres- 
ent installation service, at least as an optional feature. 


We, however, feel it our duty to the Order to condemn in 
the strongest and in the most unequivocal terms, some of the 
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features introduced in the second optional form of initiation. 
We believe that this form contains features that are undigni- 
fied, puerile, disgusting and calculated to bring our Order into 
discredit and to give the candidates who are at that time re- 
ceiving their first impressions of our Order an entirely wrong 
idea of the quality of our members, and we call upon our dele- 
gates to use their utmost endeavors with the Commandery-in- 
Chief to have this form so modified that it shall conform to 
paragraph 20 of the General Regulations. 


Respectfully submitted, 
C. A. COOK, 
For the Committee. 


REPORT OF DIVISION COUNCIL. 


Past Division Commander James H. Wentworth, chair- 
man of the Division Council, presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports: 


Boston, Feb. 17, 1909. 


William O. Cutler, Division Commander: 


Sir and Brother: The Division Council presents herewith 
its report for the term ending Feb. 17, 1909. 

In assuming the responsibilities of the office, we euleaty 
ored, in the first place, to carry out the instructions of the En- 
campment in regard to limiting expenses, and have done so 
wherever it did not conflict with the By-Laws of the Division. 

The fact that the members of the Council all resided with- 
in twenty miles of Boston, resulted in many more meetings 
being held than have been usual in the past, and without any 
expense to the Division. r " , I 

Eleven meetings were held during the year, that is to say, 
about.once a month. A record of every meeting is not sub- 
mitted, as on those held otherwise than mentioned below, no 
business was transacted other than to approve bills and check 
up the books. . 


The following is a record of business transacted: 
Boston, March 7, 1908. 


A meeting of the Division Council was held at headquar- 
ters, and organization was perfected with the election of Jas. 
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H. Wentworth as chairman, and Frank L. Kirschgassner as 
clerk. 


Voted, to approve rent of headquarters for another year: 

Voted, that the towel supply service, and the electric light 
service be continued for another year. 

Voted, that a telephone be installed, same to be on a 
three-party line. ' 

Voted, to give the Division Commander power to secure 
a typewriter desk, and also six chairs for headquarters. 

Voted, that the Chief Aide and Mustering Officer be al- 
lowed a sum not exceeding $25.00 each for expenses. 

Voted, that the Senior Vice and Junior Vice Division 
Commanders be entitled to be paid for mileage from the funds 


of the Division, only when sent by the Commander to represent 
the Division. 


August 6, 1908. 


Meeting of Division Council held at headquarters. 


Voted, to pay each delegate to the National Encamp- 
ment the sum of $15.00 for expenses. 


Oct. 17, 1908. 


Meeting of the Division Council held at headquarters, . 


with all members present. 


Records, accounts, and vouchers careiully examined, 
found correct, and approved accordingly. 


Feb. 6, 1909. 


Meeting of the Division Council held at headquarters. 
Three members present. Records, accounts and vouchers ex- 
amined to date and found correct. 

Voted, that the Division Secretary be empowered to se- 


cure a silver cross, to be presented to the retiring Commander, 
Brother Wm. O. Cutler. ; 


Feb. 13, 1909. 


_ Meeting of the Division Council held at headquarters, 
with all members present. Records, accounts, vouchers care- 
fully examined, found correct and approved. 
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The report of the Treasurer, which was approved, shows 
the following balance on hand: 


Cash balance on hand Feb. 13, $319.56 
Supplies on hand, 103.65 


We recommend that the present per capita remain the 
same. y 

The members of the Council this year, in addition to their 
prescribed duties, have been active in visitations, also assisting 
on the Division Mustering staff. : 

We were also called upon to distribute the money received 
from Camps for the Chelsea fund. Upon recommendation of 
the Division Commander, disbursements were made, as re- 
ferred to in the report of the Division Commander. 


Respectfully submitted, in F., C. and L., 


J. H. WENTWORTH, 
JAMES T. WELLINGTON, 
F, L. KIRSCHGASSNER, 


Division Council. 


Supplementary report: 


Dr. Balance reported by Treasurer, $319.56 
Camp 39, for Memorial 18.00 
Camp 35, for Memorial, 2.00 
Camp 31, for Memorial, 5.00 
Deposit on Muster Fee (Winthrop), 18.00 
Sale of banquet tickets, 238.75 

. $601.31 

Cr. 250 plates at banquet, and cigars, $262.50 

Balance, : $338.81 

Approved: 


T. J. HANNON, 
Chairman Committee on Officers’ Reports. 
Councillor-in-Chief Thomas J. Hannon, for the Committee 
on Officers’ Reports, reported, ought to pass, on the recommen- 
dation in the Division Council’s report, that the present per- 
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capita tax remain the same. This recommendation was adopt- 
ed, and also the report of the Committee on Officers’ Reports 
as a whole. 

Past Commander Alexander R. MacAdam called attention 
to the fact that no report had been submitted from the “Confer- 
ence Committee.” There was general agreement that this 
committee should get busy and send in a report of its actions. 


RESOLUTION REGARDING MEMORIAL DAY. 


The following resolution was adopted, as formulated by 
the Committee on Resolutions after considering one of the 
same import which had been referred to them, signed by C. W. 
Goldthwait of Camp 3: 


Resolved : That the Massachusetts Division Sons of Vet- 
erans, U. S. A., in convention assembled, do concur with the 
recommendation passed by the ‘Massachusetts Department of 


oe G. A. R. in convention assembled, Feb. 15, 1909, as fol- 
OWS: 


That the turning of Memorial Day into an occasion for 
athletic sports should be stopped by the Massachusetts Legisla- 
ture and laws enacted that will tend to make sacred the observ- 
ance of the holy day, and it is further 


Resolved: That the members here assembled use their 


influence with the members of the Massachusetts Legislature 
for the passage of such laws. 


L. S. HOWARD, 
For the Committee. 


SYMPATHY FOR PAST DIVISION COMMANDER 
LYNDS. 


On motion by Past Division Commander Walter Penney, 
it was voted to send a representative from this encampment to 
the Quincy House, to extend the sympathy of the Brothers to 
Past Division Commander Everett H. Lynds. Brother Pen- 


ney was appointed, and later reported that Brother Lynds ap- 
preciated the visit. 


Ritual Committee's Report Accepted. 


Upon motion by Henrie J. Perry, of Camp 1, it was voted 
to accept the report of the Committee on Ritual and Ceremo- 
nies as previously presented, 
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RESOLUTION FROM CAMP 106. 


The following resolution was read, and the Committee on 
Resolutions’ report, ought to pass, was adopted: 


Whereas, no meeting, special or regular, can be proper- 
ly opened or closed without Divine blessing, be it 


Resolved: That line 5, page 11, and lines 16 and 17, page 
15, “Ritual and Ceremonies, Official, Jan. 1, 1909,” be stricken 
out. And be it 


Resolved: That the delegates to the National Convention, 
1909, be instructed to present these resolutions to the Comman- 
dery-in-Chief for action. 


Abraham Lincoln Camp, No. 106. 
A. W. MECHAN, Commander. 
FRANK F. WYCKOFF, Secretary. 


MESSAGE TO NATIONAL PRESIDENT OF THE 
iW, Ra: 


On motion by Past Division Commander Fred J. Brad- 
ford, it was voted that the National President of the Woman’s 
Relief Corps, Mrs. Mary L. Gilman, be invited to. spend a sad 
moments with us, the expense to be paid by our Division. ae 
following message from Mrs. Gilman was received through her 
son, John E. Gilman, Jr., of our Division: _ af , 

One hundred and sixty thousand patriotic American w oe 
en, among whom are the mothers, wives, sisters and lovers © 
Veterans’ Sons, send greetings and blessings to the Massachu- 
setts Division, Sons of Veterans, through the National Presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Relief Corps. 


MARY L. GILMAN. 


On motion by Brother ‘Stephen F. Stone, it was voted that, 
as tokens of appreciation, this encampment send bouquets of 
flowers to be presented Mrs. Mary’L. Gilman, National Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Lue Stuart Wadsworth, Department President, 
tonight at the Women’s Relief Corps campfire, at the People’s 
Temple. 
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On motion by Special Aide Frank H. White, it was voted 
that the thanks of this encampment be tendered to Division In- 
spector Cook and the members of the staff of Camp 11, for the 
manner in which they exemplified the work yesterday; also to 
the orchestra of the same camp for the music on the occasion 
which would have been rendered if the exemplification had tak- 
en place at the hour for which it was scheduled, and for the 
music rendered at the banquet at the Quincy House last night. 

On motion by Past Commander G. Henry Powell of Camp 
80, it was voted that the proceedings of this encampment (as 
reported and arranged by Past Commander Jacob W. Powell, 
of Camp 80, Malden), be printed and distributed within sixty 


days from date, under the supervision of the retiring Division 
Commander. 


SURPRISE VISIT AND PRESENTATION OF ALTAR 
FLAG. 


Division Commander Cutler explained that the flag which 
decorated the altar (Old Glory, with special emphasis on the 
first word) was the flag which floated over the Division head- 
quarters during the year when Leonard C. Couch was Division 


Commander, the year of the Spanish-American War, 1808. 
Mrs. Dorcas H. Lyman, than whom no one is more popular 
with the Massachusetts Division, 


accompanied by Mrs. Fannie 
B. Wheeler, of the Department President’s staff, were cordial- 
ly received. Mrs. Lyman brought down the house by present- 
ing a most beautiful silk altar flag which was placed with Old 
Glory on the altar of the encampment, the Holy Bible resting 
upon both. Eloquent responses were made by Division Com. 
mander Cutler and Past Division Commander Fred J. Brad- 
ford, and “My Country, ’tis of Thee” was appropriately sung 
as the visitors took their departure. 


FINAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


Past and Present Commanders, etc., 


26: 
Delegates, a 
Alternates, aa 
Total, 419 
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GREETINGS FROM OTHER DIVISIONS. 


Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
W. O. Cutler, 


Division Commander, 
Tremont Temple, 
Boston, Mass. 


Greetings from New York Sons of Veterans. May suc- 
cess attend your every effort. : 
CHARLES F. SHERMAN, 


Division Commander. 


Burlington, Vt., Feb. 15th, 1909. 
Wm. O. Cutler, 


Commanding Mass. Div., 
Boston, Mass. 


You have my best wishes for a successful Encampment. 
Wishing my Brothers in the Bay state the greetings of the 
Vermont Division, I am fraternally yours in F., C. and L., 


CHARLES G. McGAFFEY, 
Division Commander. 


FRATERNAL GREETINGS REPORTED. 


Past Division Commander Walter Penney reported that 
the committee appointed for the purpose had pte oh 
greetings of the encampment to the Sons of Veterans ee 
iary who, in return, promised all the support that they could 
render during the coming year. 


NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


On motion of Brother Hannon, the following were ap-~ 
pointed tellers :-— 


William T.* Tisdale, of camp 89 
Ernest E. Clapp, of camp 23 
Henry F. Weiler, of camp 79 
John B. Farrell, of camp 74 
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On motion of Special Aide White, it was voted that nom- 
inating speeches be limited to three minutes each. 


DIVISION COMMANDER. 


Brother George E. Hunt placed Frank E. Warren, of 
camp 67, Abington, in nomination for Division Commander 
for the ensuing year, the nomination being seconded by Thom- 
as J. Hannon who moved that the Secretary cast one ballot 
bearing the name of Frank E. Warren of camp 67 for Divi- 
sion Commander. The ballot was so cast, and Frank E. War- 
ren was declared elected in accordance therewith. Brother 
Warren gratefully accepted the honor conferred upon him, and 
called upon the Brothers to support him in an effort to carry 
still higher the banner of our division. 


SENIOR VICE DIVISION COMMANDER. 


A spirited contest ensued over the election for this of- 
fice. Division Chaplain William F. Wilson named Brother 
James T. Wellington of camp 47 for the honor, seconded by 
Past Division Commander Walter Penney. Past Division 
Commander James H. Wentworth placed Brother George T. 
Duckworth of camp 35 in nomination for the same office, sec- 
onded by Past Division Commander Fred J. Bradford. The 
roll call was ordered, but before its result could be announced, 
Brother Wellington withdrew his name from the contest, and, 
on his motion, the election of George T. Duckworth was made 
unanimous, the Secretary being instructed to cast one ballot, 
for the encampment, bearing the name of George T. Dack- 
worth for Senior Vice Division Commander, which was done 
and the election of Brother Duckworth declared in accord- 
ance therewith. 


JUNIOR VICE DIVISION COMMANDER, 


Brother Fuller nominated Brother Charles H. Hayden of 
camp 48, for Junior Vice Division Commander. On motion 
by Brother G. Henry Powell, it was voted that the Secretary 
be instructed to cast one ballot bearing the name of Charles 
H. Hayden, of camp 48, for Junior Vice Division Command- 
er. The ballot was so cast, and Brother Charles H. Hayden 
was declared elected. 
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DIVISION COUNCIL. 


On motion by Brother George E. Hunt, the Secretary 
was instructed to cast one balfot, in accordance with the usual 
custom, bearing the name of the retiring Division Command- 
er, William O. Cutler, as the first member of the Division 
Council. The ballot was so cast, and William O. Cutler was 
declared elected to the Division Council for the ensuing yeat- 
The other nominations for the Division Council were as fol- 
lows,— 

Brother Bauer nominated William F. Osborne of camp 
145; Brother Penney nominated George M. Tucker of camp 
54; Brother Sisson nominated Raymond H. Smith of camp 
60; Brother Hinkley nominated Charles A. Cook of camp 11 
Brother John E. Wilcox nominated Frank H. White of camp 
9; Brother Moore, of camp 9, nominated E, Laurence Payne 
of camp 84; Brother Choate, of camp 6, nominated A. S. Halt 
of the same camp. 

On motion by Brother Hunt, it was voted that the two 
brothers receiving the largest number of votes be declared 
elected ag the remaining two members of the Division Council. 
The vote of each nominee was as follows, Brothers George M. 
Tucker and Charles A. Cook being declared elected,— 


George M. Tucker, 110 
Charles A. Cook, 94 
E. Laurence Payne, 86 
Frank H. White, 83 
Raymond H. Smith, 75 
William F. Osborne, 34 
A. S. Hall, 28 


On motion of Brother White, seconded by peo oan 
jt was voted to make the election of Brothers Tucker an K 


unanimous. 


DELEGATES TO NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT. 


On motion by Brother Hannon, the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot bearing the name ot George ek 
Hunt as delegate at large to the next encampment ot ae 
Commandery-in-Chief. The ballot was so cast, and Brot 1 
George E. Hunt declared elected delegate at large. The oth- 
er delegates nominated were as follows, 
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Candidate. Nominated by: Votes. 


Herbert A. Mayo, 51 F. G. Bauer 126* 
Jas. M. Brown, 37 W. H. Brigham 113* 
Wilfred E. Garlick, 16 — S. FaStone 103* 
S. A. Pickering, 78 Walter Penney 100* 
Frank H. Chubbuck, 74 L, S. Martin 97* 
W. E. Choate, 6 J. H. Hinkley 88* 
Jos. A. Kanz, 145 J. H. Wentworth 88* 
Chas. E. Wade, 59 J. J. County 84* 
F. J. Lounsbury, 56 F. L. Kirschgassner 84* 
E. A. Holmes, 30 J. H. Fuller 82* 
Jas. G. Wolff, 89 G. G. Parsons 76** 
Wm. F. Moore, 9 F. H. White 69** 
Henry J. Perry, 1 J. H. Wentworth 657% 
Arthur W. Eldredge, 34 0. H. Cook 64 
By. W. Doane, 121 F. H. Brock 46 
Geo. A. Fuller, 5 C. H. Perry 45 
W. E. Buxton, 111 S.A. Pickering 43 
M. L: Kidder, 62 Walter Penney 34 
John I. Shine, 17 H. E. Benson 29 
C. A. Bacon, 106 G. M. Tucker 26 


* Elected delegates. 
** Elected alternates. 


‘ On motion by Brother Hannon, it was voted that the ten 
brothers receiving the highest vote be declared the regularly 
elected delegates to the national convention, the next three the 


regularly elected alternates, vacancies to be filled by the Di- 
vision Commander, 


THANKS FOR GUARD DUTY. 


On motion by Past Commander G. Henry Powell, it was 
voted to extend a rising vote to the commander and members 
of Charles Russell Lowell camp 9, for their service as guard 


during the encampment. The members so serving were as 
follows,— 


Commander, William F. Moore. 

Senior Vice Com., C. E, Gardner. 
Treasurer, F. N. Wheeler, 

Guide, Maurice Jacobs. 

Past Commander, Frank H. White. 
Brothers, E. E. Chase and George Abbott. 
Chaplain, Geotge F. Murray. ~ 
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PURSE TO RETIRING DIV. COMMANDER. 


Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton presented a 
purse of gold to Division Commander Cutler, amid the plau- 
dits of the Brothers present, and a feeling response was made 
to the presentation. “I pledge you,” said Brother Cutler, as 
he received the shiny pieces, “my interest in the order will not 
diminish.” 


ELECTION TO DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


On motion by Past Commander Hinckley, it was voted 
that Past Division Commander Dudley B. Purbeck be elected 
as a member of the Dormitory Commission for the ensuing 
five years, to succeed himself, and he was declared elected ac- 
cordingly. 


MINUTES APPROVED. 


On motion by Brother Tisdale, it was voted that the of- 
ficial proceedings of the encampment, as taken by the stenog- 
rapher, be approved without reading. 


i 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS. 


Commander-in-Chief Edgar Allan, Jr., then eee 
division officers for the ensuing year as woes io eae 
a Past Division Commander’s badge to W illiam O. Cutler. 


Division Commander, Frank E. Warren, of Camp 67, Abing- 
ton. 


Senior Vice Div. Commander, George T. Duckworth, of Camp 
35, New Bedford. 


Junior Vice Div. Commander, Charles H. Hayden, of Camp 
48, Northampton. 


Division Council—William O. Cutler, of Camp 49, AS 
George M. Tucker, of Camp 54, Medford; Charles A. 
Cook, of Camp: 11, Whitman. 


The newly installed Division Commander was ae 
to install his staff officers, when appointed by him, Div 


apis 


Secretary John F. Strattard being requested by Brother War- 
ren to continue to fill that position until his successor could 

be announced. Division Commander Frank E. Warren then 

assumed command of the division, and at 6.25 o’clock P. M., 

his gavel fell announcing the adoption of the motion by Past 0 
Division Commander Wentworth that the 27th annual en- 

campment adjourn. 


Approved: William O. Cutler, ; The Banquet 


Division Commander. 


Attest: John F. Strattard, 
Division Secretary. TUESDAY EVENI NG, FEBRUARY 16, 1909 


In spite of the severe storm about two hundred and fifty 
participated iu the festivities of the evening of the first day of 
the encampment, which consisted of a reception to the Division 
officers and guests, followed by our annual banquet at the Quincy 
House. The reception was held in the parlors of the hotel, ana 
was 1n charge of a committee of which Gen. Charles K. Darling 
was the chairman. The music for the occasion, which was 
greatly appreciated by all who were preseut, was furnished by 
the orchestra of George A. te Gane No. 11, of Whitman, 
and by the celebrated Lotus Male Quartette. 

as our organization is composed of sons of the roe ee 
served under President Lincoln during the dark hours ©: 3 
civil war, it was decided to arrange the toasts for our yeas 
with special reference to this ‘Great Leader, the eae 
anniversary of whose birth occurred during the present ee a 

The Commander-in-Chief of the G. ALR, Gen. . ae 
Nevius, responded in an eloquent and inspiring manner to 

ast, ‘Abraham Lincoln.’’ 2 
si sevith President Lincoln there were closely associated three 
men of Massachusetts, United Se Se Charles Sumner 
nd Henry Wilson, and Gov. John A. Andrew. 
‘i Rey. vdward UAL anit) a personal friend, responded to 
the toast, ‘‘Charles Sumner,’’ Se Mulligan 
fittingly replied to the sentiment, ‘‘ Henry Wilson. 

The take “John A. Andrew,” was responded to by Hon. 
Alfred S. Roe, Commander of Massachusetts Department, 

b UNy IRS 
5 Our Lieut.-Governor, Hon. Louis A. Frothingham, ae 
fully represented our State, and responded to the toast, ur 
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Commonwealth,” and Alderman Charles L. Carr, representing 
Mayor George A. Hibbard, replied to the sentiment, “City of 
Boston.”’ 

One of the special guests of this encampment, was Edgar 


Allan, Jr., of Richmond, Va., and as our Commander-in-Chief,. 


addressed us in an earnest and eloquent manner, and under the 
topic, “ Our Order,” encouraged us to press forward in our noble 
work. 

Rey. Allan A. Stockdale was the last speaker, and in a serious 
and impressive manner, responding to the sentiment, ‘‘ Heroes 
Who Never Returned,” called the attention of those present to 
the boys who offered their lives on the altar of our country, and 
who were not permitted to return home. 
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Menu 


Bluepoints on Deep Shell 
Cream of Chicken Soup 
Celery 
Olives Radishes 


Boiled Chicken Halibut, Lobster Sauce 


Hollandaise Potatoes 


Roast Vermont Turkey, Cranberry Sauce 
Mashed Potatoes 


String Beans 
Lemon Sherbet 


Chicken Croquettes with Peas 


Sauce Supreme 

Fried Bananas 
Assorted Cake 
American and Cream Cheese 


Toasted Crackers 
Black Coffee 
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Hubbard Squash 


Harlequin Ice Cream 
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Fraternal Greetings — continued. 


Daughters of Veterans . : < 44. 

G. A. R. Massachusetts De perihent 5 A . 44 

Maine Division . : BD 0 5 ° 5 43, 

Woman’s Relief Corps _ . « : . . Sr 

G. A. R. Commandery-in-Chief . o = ‘a 53 

Ladies of the G. A. R. F 56 
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